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Hoffman: The Historiography of Sixteenth-Century La Florida

The Historiography of Sixteenth-Century
La Florida
by Paul E. Hoffman
he sixteenth-century history of what the Spaniards called
La Florida (roughly the entire Southeastern United
States) 1 starts with what to us is a mystery and ends nearly as
obscurely after passing a number of well-known and oft-narrated
episodes of exploration, Pedro Menendez de Aviles' founding
of an enduring colony as part of the Franco-Spanish "cold war"
of 1559-1593, the martyrdoms of Jesuit and then Franciscan
missionaries (1571; 1597 respectively), and finally territorial
rivalries as the English began their colonial ventures in eastern
North America. Until the 1950s, the historiography of these wellknown episodes generally reflected the interests of lay, clerical
and professional historians and the shifting historiographical
trends of the larger profession as it moved from the midnineteenth- century Romantic interest in "heroes" like Hernando
De Soto to institutional history (notably the missions) and then to
topics from the later centuries of La Florida's history associated in

T

Paul E. Hoffman is the Paul W. and Nancy W. Murrill Professor at Louisiana State
University and is the author of seven books, including Florida Frontiers, which won
the 2002 Gulf South History Book Award and A New Andalucia and a Way to the
Orient: The A merican Southeast during the Sixteenth Century, which won the 1991 Francis
Parkman Prize.
1.
For diplomatic purposes, the Spaniards sometime claimed La Florida was all of
North America as far north as the ill-defined area of the "cod fisheries" and as
far west as what is today northern Mexico. But most of the time they meant the
peninsula and its Gulf Coast, Georgia and South Carolina, with early interest
(1565-72) as far north as Virginia.
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some way with the history of the United States. 2 Much of this work
remains of value because it is solidly based in archival sources but
there is relatively little of it because few United States or Spanish
scholars paid much attention to La Florida. However, beginning
in the 1960s the familiar episodes again attracted attention from
historians like Albert Manucy, Michael V. Gannon, Eugene Lyon,
Jerald Milanich, Arny Turner Bushnell, John Worth,]. Michael
Francis, Daniel Murphree and your author. These writers use
an expanded base of original sources, evidence from historical
archaeology, some social-scientific models and ideas, and
contextual knowledge of the Spanish empire as a whole. Although
not tracking precisely the larger trends of the profession in the
late . twentieth century-in particular its emphasis on social
history-the historical writing of the post 1965 period did begin
to develop that story, as well as the colony's economic history,
and interaction with Native Americans. All are more difficult to
document than the old "standards." And even for the "standard"
stories, some mysteries remain and many details are still silent in
the archives. What follows is an indication of the best current
scholarship on these topics, and comments on what remains to be
fully studied. We begin with bibliographic guides. 3
Michael H. Harris's Florida History: A Bibliography (1972) 4
remains a basic if now very dated resource for any student of
Florida's history. It has largely been displaced by James A. Servies
and Lana D. Servies, A Bibliography of Florida, Vol. 1 (1993) 5 which
covers the colonial and territorial periods with annotated entries.
Arny Turner Bushnell's essay in Paul S. George, ed., A Guide to the
History ofFlorida (1989) 6 provides a highly selected list for the years

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

Special issues of the Florida H istorical Quarterly to be published in 2014 and later
years will have discussions of the historiography of the seventeenth and later
centuries.
I wish to thank John E. Worth and Amy Turner Bushnell for reviewing an early
draft of this essay and for helpful suggestions. Needless to say, they bear no
responsibility for any omissions or for the judgments I make herein. If I have
omitted any important works, I apologize to their authors.
Michael H. Harris, Florida History: A Bibliography (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow
Press, 1972).
James A. Servies and Lana D. Servies, A Bibliography ofFlorida, Vol. 1 (Pensacola:
King and Queen Books, 1993-2002).
Amy Turner Bushnell, "Historiography of Spanish East Florida, 1565-1763, and
Spanish East Florida 1784-1821," in A Guide to the History of Florida, ed. Paul S.
George (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1989), 29-36.
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after 1565. Spanish Florida Resources [http:/ /www.uwf.edu/jworth/
spanfla.htm] is an on-line bibliography compiled byJohn E. Worth.
To these bibliographic guides focused on the present state
of Florida one might add John E. Simpson's Georgia History, A
Bibliography (1976), James H. Easterby's Guide to the Study and
Reading of South Carolina History (1950) and Lewis P. Jones' Books
and Artides on South Carolina History (1991) .7 Topical searches in
JSTOR (if one's library has a subscription that includes the Journal
of American History, The Journal of Southern History, and the William
and Mary Quarterly along with journals for the states that were
formed out of La Florida) are the preferred route to full texts of
articles old and recent as well as reviews of the books noted here.
The bibliographies or bibliographic notes in the works discussed
here are also guides to the literature.
A reader seeking a single volume history of sixteenth-century
Florida has several choices but none is comprehensive. Marfa
Antonia Sainz Sastre's, La Florida en el Siglo XVI, Exploraci6n y
Colonizaci6n (2002) ,8 covers the story from Ponce de Leon to
Menendez de Aviles' death in 1574, with a chapter on Native
Americans and a primary focus on Menendez. The work is based
on the standard secondary and printed primary literature for the
subjects it covers but adds some materials from the archives of the
Con des de Revillagigeo for Menendez. Unfortunately, Sainz Sastre
did not have access to all the relevant literature in English.
An excellent short account in English is in David]. Weber, The
Spanish Frontier in North America ( 1992) 9 chapters one through three.
For a fuller scholarly treatment see Paul E. Hoffman, A New Andalucia
and a Way to The Orient (1990) and his Rorida'sFrontiers (2002). 10 The
first explores the imperial struggles over the southeastern coast
John E. Simpson, Georgi,a History, A Bibliography (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow
Press, 1977); James H . Easterby, Guide to the Study and Reading of South Carolina
History; A General Classified Bibliography (Columbia: Historical Commission
of South Carolina, 1950); Lewis P. Jones, Books and Articl.es on South Carolina
History, 2nd Edition (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press for the
South Carolina Tricentennial Commission, 1991).
8.
Marfa Antonia Sainz Sastre, La Florida en el siglo XVI; Explmaci6n y colonizaci6n
(Madrid: Fundaci6n MAPFRE, 2012). The original edition is La Florida, Siglo
XVI, Descubrimiento y Conquista (Madrid: Ediciones MAPFRE, 1992). The revised
edition has more illustrations and the additional archival source indicated.
9.
David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1992), 1-146, passim. Florida's story is intertwined with New Mexico's.
10. Paul E. Hoffman, A New Andalucia and a Way to the Orient: The American Southeast
During the Sixteenth Century (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
7.
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of North America from the 1520s to the 1590s as the Spaniards,
French and English pursued the truth of Lucas Vazquez de Ayll6n's
- tale that it was a "new Andalucia" and Giovanni da Verrazzano's
notion that the Outer Banks were an isthmus on whose western side
lay an arm of the Pacific Ocean ("a way to the Orient") with only
minimal attention to the internal histories of the Spanish, French,
and English colonies of that period. The second work by Hoffman
covers the internal history of the Spanish colonies (St. Augustine
and Santa Elena) and their relationship with Native Americans but
in only four chapters for the sixteenth century. Uniquely for its time,
Florida sFrontiers includes discussion of the geography and ecologythe stage-upon which the story unfolds and how those factors
influenced settlement locations and some aspects of the colony's
prosperity. Michael V. Gannon, ed., The New History ofFlorida (1996),
provides another set of four chapters that follow the familiar themes
of Native Americans, explorations, and settlement but then adds
Amy Turner Bushnell's essay "Republic of Spaniards, Republic of
Indians" 11 which places late sixteenth and especially seventeenth
century Florida in the context of imperial laws segregating the two
communities in usually minimally successful attempts to protect the
natural rights of the Native Americans. Bushnell's essay reflects the
new emphasis drawn from anthropology, archaeology and subaltern
studies on the reality of La Florida's multi-ethnic colonial society.
A revised edition of Gannon's work titled The History of Florida is in
preparation and will include chapters on ecology and other aspects
of the story not found in the 1996 edition.
Four older works that still serve as general overviews of the
sixteenth century, although with the traditional emphases on great
men and notable deeds, are John G. Shea, "Ancient Florida,'' in Justin
Winsor, ed., Narrative and Critical History of the United States ( 1884-89),
Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Setaements within the Present Limits of
the United States (reprinted 1959), Paul Quattlebaum, TheLand Called

11-

Press, 1990; Paperback, with a new introduction, 2004); Flmida 's Frontiers
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002), 1-99.
Michael VGannon, ed., The New History ofFlorida (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida 1996). The relevant chapters for the sixteenth century are Jerald
T. Milanich, "Original Inhabitants"; Michael V Gannon, "First European
Contacts."; Eugene Lyon, "Settlement and Survival"; and Amy Turner
Bushnell, "Republic of Spaniards, Republic of Indians. " John H. Hann's
contribution of the volume, "The Missions of Spanish Florida," focuses mostly
on the seventeenth century.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol91/iss3/4

4

Hoffman: The Historiography of Sixteenth-Century La Florida

312

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Chicora: The Carolinas Under Spanish Ru/,e with French Intrusions, 15201670 (1956) and Carl 0. Sauer, Sixteenth-Century North America; The
- Land and the Peo-ples as Seen by the Euro-peans (1971). 12 Shea's work
is a 52 page account covering more thanjust the sixteenth century
while Lowery begins with exploration not just of Florida but of all
of the so-called Spanish borderlands 13 (Florida to New Mexico in
this case) in volume one and then devotes volume two to the story
of conquest and settlement of Florida in the 1560s. Both works are
based on archival sources, but Lowery is the more thorough and is
still a basic resource for scholars interested in the topics he covers.
Quattlebaum's book focuses on the Carolinas but includes St.
Augustine and the seventeenth century missions. His end date is the
year Barbadians founded Charles Towne. Sauer reviews exploration
from Newfoundland to California and includes French and Spanish
Florida and the English colonies but his principal interest is in
geographic descriptions, not the internal histories of those colonies.
Three colonial era compilations that are sometimes used as
sources for sixteenth-century history are Andres Gonzalez de Barda,
Chronological History of the Continent ofFlorida (1723; 1951), Antonio
Arredondo, Arredondo Historical Proof of Spain's Tit/,e to Georgia
( 1925) , and Inigo Abad y La Sierra, Relacion del descubrimiento,
conquista, y poblaci6n de las provincias y costas de la Florida (1785;
1912). 14 All of these eighteenth century works should be used with

s

12. John G. Shea, "Ancient Florida," in Narrative and Critical History of the United
States, ed. Justin Winsor (1884-1889; reprint. New York: AMS Press, 1967) ,
2:231-83; Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Settlements within the Present Limits of
the United States (1901-11; reprint., New York, Russell and Russell, 1959) ; Paul
Quattlebaum, The Land Called Chicora: The Carolinas Under Spanish Rule, with
French Intrusions, 1520-1670 (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1956);
Carl 0. Sauer, Sixteenth-Century North America: The Land and the People as Seen by
the Europeans (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1971).
13. The term "borderlands" comes from the title of Herbert E. Bolton's 1921
book, The Spanish Borderlands: A Chronicle of Old Florida and the Southwest (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1921). The term apparently was selected by an
editor at Yale University Press. I have omitted Bolton's book in tllis discussion
because its treatment of sixteenth-century La Florida has been superseded by
Weber's 1992 account, among others.
14. Andres Gonzalez de Barda Carballido y Zuniga, Chronological History of the
Continent of Rorida, trans. Anthony Kerrigan (1723; Gainesville: University of
Florida Press, 1951); Antonio Arredondo, Arredondo's Historical Proof of Spain's
Title to Georgia, ed. Herbert E. Bolton and Mary Ross (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1925); Inigo Abad y La Sierra, Re!,aci6n de el descubrimiento,
conquista, y colonizaci6n de las provincias y costas de /,a Florida ( 1 785), in Manual
Serrano y Sanz, ed., Documentos Historicos de la Florida y La Luisiana, siglos XVI al
XVIII (Madrid: Librerfa General de Victoriano Suarez, 1912) , 1-133.
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caution because their purpose was to show prior Spanish discovery
and settlement up to a point ten degrees north of Port Royal Sound
viz-a-vie English and U.S. claims. If necessary to serve that end, they
bend the chronology or even assert claims that are false .
Useful for parts of the story are Pietro Martiere d'Anghiera
[Peter Martyr], De Orbe Novo: The Eight Decades of Peter Martir
d'Anghera (1912), Francisco Lopez de G6mara, Historia general de
las Indias (1954), Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo, Historia general
y natural de las Indias (1851-55) , Juan de Torquemada's Monarquia
Indiana (1615; 1723), and Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas,
Historia general de los hechos de los Castellanos en las islas y Tierra.firme
del mar oceano (1934-37) .15 Martyr has some of the earliest reports
of explorations, while Oviedo and G6mara report briefly on those
and other events to ca. 1550. Torquemada contains materials on the
Luna expedition. Herrera is our principal source for Juan Ponce
de Leon's troubles. Both of the latter, like the eighteenth century
compilations, must be used with caution. See John McGrath's essay
in this issue for how these and other early authors contributed to
ideas about La Florida as a place of possible riches.
As suggested above, the story of Europeans' discovery of
La Florida begins with the mystery as to when and by whom the
peninsula, Gulf Coast or any part of the coasts of Georgia and the
Carolinas were first encountered. We will touch on that and the
historiography of particular explorations in a moment. Before
doing so, it is helpful to review the general literature on the
explorations of La Florida. This literature involves both historical
writings and studies of early cartography. These general accounts
repeat familiar narratives and add little new information, although
some provide excellent reviews of controversial matters.
Modern scholarship on the explorations begins with Henry
Harrisse, The Discovery of North America (1892; 1961) that examines
15.

Pietro Martiere d'Anghiera, De Orbe Novo: The Eight Decades of Peter Martyr
d'Anghera, trans. Francis M. MacNutt (London: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1912)
[also published as Decadas del Nuevo Mundo, ed. Edmundo O'Gorman (Mexico
City, ]. Porrua, 1964-65)] ; Francisco Lopez de G6mera, Historia general de las
Indias, Text modernized by Pilar Guibelalde (Barcelona, Editorial Iberia,
1954) ; Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdes, Historia general y natural de
las Indias (Madrid, 1851-55) [also published as Historia general y natural de las
Indias, ed. Juan Perez de Tudela Bueso (Madrid: Ediciones Atlas, 1959)) ;Juan
de Torquemada's Monarquia Indiana (Madrid: N. Rodriguez Franco, 1723 [sic,
1725]) ; Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas, Historia general de Los hechos de Los
castellanos en las isles y tierra firme del mar oceano (reprint., Madrid: 1934-37).
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the earliest coastal explorations and maps. His work must be used
with caution because he sometimes made errors when matching
narratives to North American geography. 16 More reliable with respect
to maps and their relationships to early explorations is William P.
Cumming, The Southeast in Early Maps (3rd Ed., 1998). 17 This work,
revised by Louis De Vorsey for its third edition, is indispensable for
its introduction (with notes that discuss the scholarly controversies
surrounding some of the early maps such as the Cantino ofl502), for
the careful descriptions of 450 maps and for the clear reproductions
of twenty of the major sixteenth-century manuscript and printed
maps (as part of 24 color and 71 black and white illustrations of
maps running to 1775). Also useful for the basic maps and story
is W. P. Cumming, R. A. Skelton, and D. B. Quinn, The Discovery of
North America (1972), which covers more than just La Florida and
includes succinct accounts of explorations, colonies and scholarly
controversies. 18 Donald W. Meining, The Shaping ofAmerica, I, Atlantic
America 1492-1800 (1986), is also useful. 19 An extended discussion of
the problems of using early maps as historical records is C. Koeman,
"Levels of Historical Evidence in Early Maps (with Examples)"
(1968). 20 The gist of it is that they are easy to misinterpret in the
absence of other documentary evidence and even when that is
available. Geographers have noted that maps are systems of signs,
which means that their creators emphasize certain things while trying
to show the relationships among them. That is, maps, especially in
the sixteenth century, are not literal representations of the facts used
16.

Henry Harrisse, The Discovery of North America (1894; reprint. Amsterdam: N.
Israel, 1961); An example of errors is in his account of Garay's expedition
following up on the Carmago-Alvarez de Pineda 1519 pioneering mapping of
the northern Gulf Coast. He says Garay put into the Mississippi but the primary
sources indicate a geography that does not match the River's lower course.
17. W.P. Cummings, The Southeast in Early Maps. 3rd ed., revised and enlarged by
Louis De Vorsey, Jr. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998).
The only problem with this book is its orientation toward North Carolina and
Virginia, Cummings' particular interest as both a scholar and a collector (the
work is based on his personal collection as well as an encyclopedic knowledge
of relevant maps).
18. W. P. Cumming, R.A. Skelton, D.B. Quinn, The Discovery of North America (New
York: American Heritage Press, 1972). The work begins with a consideration
of medieval geographic notions and ends in 1630s.
19. Donald W. Meining, The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective of Five
Hundred Years of History 3 vols (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1986).
Volume I is about "Atlantic America."
20. C. Koeman, "Levels of Historical Evidence in Early Maps (With Examples),"
Imago Mundi 22 (1968), 75-80.
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to create them, which is what makes them difficult to use as guides to
otherwise poorly documented historical events.
Other general accounts of the exploration of La Florida and
North America of note in addition to Cumming, Skelton, and
Quinn are Lowery, Spanish Settl,ements (1954), Sauer, SixteenthCentury North America (1971), Samuel E. Morison, The European
Discovery of America (1971) 21 and Weber, Spanish Frontier (1992).
Jerald T. Milanich, Florida Indians and the Invasion from Europe
(1995) 22 has an anthropological focus.
David B. Quinn was one of the more prolific narrators of
North American explorations, contributing not only to Cumming,
Skelton, and Quinn (1972) but also producing a number of books
more or less like his North America from Earliest Discovery to First
Settlements: The Norse Voyages to 1612 (1977). 23 This is a briefaccount
emphasizing the Atlantic, northern latitudes, and the English more
than the Spaniards.
Robert S. Weddle, Spanish Sea: The Gulf of Mexico in North
American Discovery, 1500-1685 (1985), 24 begins with the question of
first discovery and then covers the expeditions of Ponce de Leon,
Alvarez de Pineda, Garay and his efforts to seize Panuco (a province
in Mexico along the river of the same name), Panfilo de Narvaez-Cabeza de Vaca, De Soto, Fray Luis Cancer, Luna, and Menendez
de Aviles, to name those of interest for the history of Florida. A
work of careful scholarship based on archival sources and familiarity
with the Gulf Coast, Spanish Sea is the best account of the events it
covers. Weddle argues for the importance of the Gulf of Mexico as
the primary Spanish approach to North America before the 1560s,
thus challenging the Atlantic orientation of most writers, including
your author. See below for critiques of parts of his narrative.
Samuel E. Morison, The European Discovery ofAmerica. 2 vols. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1971).
22. Jerald T. Milanich, Florida Indians and the Invasion from Europe (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1995).
23. David B. Quinn, North America from Earliest Discovery to First Settlement: The Norse
Voyages to 1612 (New York: Harper & Row, 1977).
24. Robert S. Weddle, Spanish Sea: The Gulf of Mexico in North American Discovery,
1500-1685 (College Station: Texas A & M Press, 1985). This is the first of a
three volume study of exploration and settlement around the Gulf that has
as its purpose the history of the imperial contest for Texas. Weddle also
contributed "Early Spanish Exploration: The Caribbean, Central America, and
the Gulf of Mexico," North American Exploration, Vol. 1, A New World Disclosed,
ed.,John Logan Allen (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997), 140-189,
as a brief account of his views from Spanish Sea.
21.
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In a class by itself is David B. Quinn, ed., New American World
(1979). 25 This compilation in five stout volumes contains over 800
-translated documents, including parts of most of the basic narrative
accounts of the voyages of discovery and selected materials on the
various colonies. Like Quinn's other books, it places heavy emphasis
on the English and the Atlantic coast north of La Florida. Material
specifically on La Florida is found in Chapters 19-21 (Ponce de
Leon, Ayll6n, Gomes, Verrazzano, Volume 1), 27-41 (Spanish and
French Florida, 1526 [Panfilo de Narvaez] to 1574, Volume 2), 4260 (English ventures including Roanoke Island, Volume 3), 91-99
(Spanish Florida, 1574-1611, Volume 5).
As has been noted, the story of Europeans' discovery of
La Florida begins with the mystery of when and by whom the
peninsula or any part of the coast of Georgia and the Carolinas
were first encountered. The mystery is "What exactly is that
peninsular-like projection from a land mass that is just to the west
northwest of Cuba on the Cantino manuscript map of 1502 and
that reappears, usually connected to what by position is Central
America and northern South America, on the Luso-Germanic (or
Waldseemuller) maps of the same image family from the 1507-1520
period?" The general, but not uncontested, scholarly opinion is that
it is Florida and the record of an otherwise unknown exploration.26
However, that thesis may be questioned. Samuel E. Morison, after
noting that "this controversial feature ... has driven historians
25.

David B. Quinn, ed., New American World: A Documentary History ofNorth America
to 1612 (New York: Arno Press, 1978).
26. Harrisse, The Discovery of North America, (77-95) discusses Cantino and what
he calls the Lusa-Germanic maps of the same "cartographical family" (79) as
well as the evidence that seems to disprove the Yucatan and (more certainly)
"duplicate of Cuba" theories. Like most commentators on this matter who
claim this is Florida, he focuses on the 22 names along the east coast of the
apparent continental land mass and its north-south orientation. But see
George E. Nunn, The Geographic Conceptions of Columbus (New York: American
Geographical Society, 1992) , that restates the duplicate Cuba thesis, E.
Roukema, "A Discovery ofYucatan Prior to 1503," Imago Mundi 13 ( 1956), 30-38
(why that is correct), and Giuseppe Caraci, "The Reputed Inclusion of Florida
in the Oldest Nautical Maps of the New World," ImagoMundi 15 (1960), 32-39
(an attack on the Florida thesis). Cumming, Southeast in Early Maps, 3-4 (and
Notes 16-19) seems to favor this peninsula/ land mass as an attempt to record
Amerigo Vespucci's alleged (but now considered fraudulent) voyage of 149798 but (perhaps because ofDeVorsey's editing) does not quite say so, or rather
says one thing in the text and another in the notes to it! Gregory C. Mcintosh,
ThePiriR.eis Map of 1513 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2000), (117-119)
discusses the six interpretations of the Cantino map and Lusa-Germanic ones
that seem to follow it.
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and geographers almost frantic" goes on to state "this outlined
coast bears no resemblance whatever to the east coast of Florida
in detail or in character." 27 Moreover, at least one late version of
that map image (Waldseemiiller 1517) identifies this as part of
Asia (although obviously connected by a continuous coastline to
northern South America). A skeptic of the Florida thesis might
raise questions of geographic orientation (Florida is due north
of Cuba, about two thirds of the distance from its eastern end)
and the delineation of the coast west and south of the "peninsula"
on the Cantino map, the latter an issue not considered in the
standard "Florida" discussions. 28 The Cantino chart controversy is
an excellent example of the problems that early maps can present
when used as the sole source for reconstructing events.
What we know, is that no later than July 1511 (and perhaps as
early as late 1508) government officials in Spain and Hispaniola had
heard that there was land north of Cuba and west of the Bahamas
("Bimini") and sent Juan Ponce de Leon to look for it. 29 Moreover,
27.

Samuel E. Morison, The European Discovery of America, The Southern Voyages,
1492-1616 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1974), 275. He does not accept
any of the theories. At one time he suggested that Cantino recorded Duarte
Pacheco Pereira's claim of a 1498 voyage to latitudes north of 28 degrees, only
to have that thesis dismissed by a Gago Coutinho, a noted Portuguese scholar.
Morison left the matter for some later scholar to resolve.
28. Seymour I. Schwartz and Ralph E. Ehernberg, The Mapping of America (New
York: Harry N. Abrams, 1980), reproduction (19, plate 2), the general opinion
(23) and Waldseemiiller (24-28, 33-34, plate 8). Too, the west coast of this
peninsula runs to a bay and is then continuous with land that looks like Central
America but which could be just "filler" to tie the discovery to other locations
further south. If the peninsula is Florida, then the bay would be the Gulf,
which seems to me impossible. For further arguments for Florida see David
0. True, "Some Early Maps Relating to Florida," Imago Mundi 11 (1954), 7384. Cummins and DeVorsey, Southeast in Early Maps, discusses the scholarship
on this issue but ignores True, an eloquent statement of their opinion of his
work. See also Giuseppe Caraci, "The Reputed Inclusion of Florida in the
Oldest Nautical Maps of the New World," Imago Mundi 15 (1960), 32-39 for a
systematic demolition of True's logic on certain points.
29. See Anthony Q. Devereux,Juan Ponce de Leon, King Ferdinand, and the Fountain
of Youth (Spartanburg, SC: The Reprint Company Publishers, 1993), (88-89,
96) for knowledge of land near the Bahamas and Antilles by mid July 1511.
Ferdinand the Catholic in 1506 ordered Juan Diaz de Solis and Vicente Yanez
de Pinzon to officially circumnavigate Cuba (thus definitively disproving
Columbus' claim that it was a peninsula of Asia, a claim almost no-one believed).
In 1508 Pinzon and Diaz de Solis sailed west from Cuba to the Honduran coast
that Columbus had explored on his final voyage (1504) while Sebastian de
Ocampo circumnavigated the island from his base on Hispaniola. Whether
Pinzon and Diaz de Solis also proceeded north from the Bay of Honduras to
see what lay in that direction is disputed (see Weddle, Spanish Sea, 20-22, 36).
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the so-called Martyr Map of 1511 shows "Bimini" to the north of
Cuba in approximately the correct relationship to it, although as
an east-west land mass, not a peninsula. Scholars generally assume
that slavers seeking new captives for the mines and agricultural
enterprises of Hispaniola had found the southeastern part of the
North American mainland by this date, but there is no documentary
evidence that proves this. 30
The mystery of otherwise unrecorded voyages that may or
may not have found land west or northwest of Cuba before 1511
notwithstanding, Ponce de Leon's voyage of 1513 to the northwest
of the Bahamas is the first unequivocal "discovery" of peninsular
Florida. As is well known, Ponce bestowed that name on what
he seems to have viewed as an island. Recent scholarship has
developed a detailed picture of Juan Ponce de Leon's life and
misadventures, but almost no new light on his voyages to Florida,
which are known primarily from Herrera's Historia general (1598) 31
and a few references in correspondence written on the eve of the
second voyage. Among Ponce's many biographies see Vicente
Murga Sanz, Juan Ponce de Leon (1959) and Aurelio Tio, Nuevas
Fuentes para la historia de Puerto Rico (1961). 32 These Puerto Rican
biographies (despite Tio's title, his intent is biographical) are based
on the extant documentation of Ponce's life and preparations for
his voyages. The best English biography and study of the voyages,
similarly based, is Anthony Q. Devereux, Juan Ponce de Leon, King
Ferdinand, and the Fountain of Youth (1993). 33 A more recent but less
30.

The Martyr Map is reproduced in Devereux, Juan Ponce, between pages 104105 and in R.A. Skelton, Explorers' Maps (London and New York: Spring Books,
1958) , 61, figure 37 (truncated at the top so that the full image of "Isla Bimini
Parte" is not fully shown). For a discussion of the possible Native American
source of this knowledge see Louis DeVorsey, "American Indians and Early
Mapping," in Cummins and DeVorsey, Southeast in Early Maps, 66.
31. Antonio Herrera y Tordesillas, Historia general de los hechos de los castellanos en
las isles, y tierra-firme del mar oceano 10 vols. ( 1598; reprint. Asuncion, Paraguay:
Editorial Guarania, 1945) Decade 1, libro 9, capitulos 10-11; The account was
translated by T. Frederick Davis, "History ofJuan Ponce de Leon's Voyages to
Florida," Florida Historical Quarterly 14, 1 (July 1935): 3-70. See also Quinn, New
American World, Chapter 19, 1: 231-247. Eugene Lyon has an essay on Ponce in
preparation for this Journal.
32. Vicente Murga Sanz, Juan Ponce de Leon (Sanjuan, Puerto Rico: Ediciones de
la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1959) and Aurelio Tio, Nuevas Fuentes para la
historia de Puerto Rico (San German, Puerto Rico: Ediciones de la Universidad
Interamericana de Puerto Rico, 1961).
33. Anthony Q. Devereux, Juan Ponce de Leon, King Ferdinand, and the Fountain of
Youth (Spartanburg, SC: Published in association with Waccamaw Press by the
Reprint Co., 1993).
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reliable biography is Robert H. Fuson, Juan Ponce de Leon and the
Spanish Discovery of Puerto Rico and Florida ( 2000) which cites mostly
· secondary sources. 34
The Freducci manuscript map appears to be a record of
Ponce's 1513 voyage. Louis D. Sisco, "The Track of Ponce de Leon"
(1913), David 0. True, "The Freducci Map ofl514-15" (1944), and
Jerald Milanich and Nara B. Milanich, "Revisiting the Freducci
Map" ( 1996) all discuss this map that shows most of the east coast
of the Peninsula and the west coast at least as far north as Fort
Myers in correct geographic orientation to Cuba. 35 Milanich and
Milanich argue that the first point of contact on the east coast was
north of the St.Johns River rather than near Ponce de Leon Inlet,
the traditional location.
In the years between Ponce's first and second voyages to La
Florida, a number of other expeditions touched on parts of its
coast, although we have certain knowledge of only a few. Paul E.
Hoffman, "A New Voyage of North American Discovery: The Voyage
of Pedro de Salazar to the Land of the Giants" (1980) ,36 musters the
evidence for a slaving voyage in these years from the Bahamas to an
unknown point on the coast of the Carolinas. This voyage was the
inspiration for the better known voyage in 1521 of Pedro de Queja
and Francisco Gordillo, which began Licenciado Lucas Vazquez
de Ay116n's part in La Florida's history. Slaving voyages from Cuba
in the 1515-1516 period are known but an alleged voyage of Diego
de Miruelo to the Apalachee Bay area has been discounted as a
confusion with the activities of his nephew of the same name, who
was a pilot with Panfilo de Narvaez and gave his name to that bay
on maps prepared after that ill-fated expedition. 37

34.

Robert H. Fuson, Juan Ponce de Leon and the Spanish Discovery of Puerto Rico and
Fl<Yrida (Blacksburg, VA: McDonald & Woodward Publishing Co., 2000).
35. Louis D. Scisco, "The Track of Ponce de Leon in 1513," Bulletin of the American
Geographical Society 45 (1913), 721-735; David 0. True, "The Freducci Map of
1514-1515, What it Discloses of Early Florida History," Tequesta 4 (1944), 5055; Jerald T. Milanich and ara B. Milanich, "Revisiting the Freducci Map: A
Description of Juan Ponce de Leon's 1513 Florida Voyage?" Fl<Yrida Historical
Quarterly 74, no. 3 (1996), 319-328. Cummins and DeVorsey, Southeast in Early
Maps does not discuss this map.
36. Paul E. Hoffman, "A New Voyage of North American Discovery: The Voyage of
Pedro de Salazar to the Land of the Giants," Fl<Yrida Hist<Yrical Quarterly 58, no.
4 (April 1980) , 415-26.
37. Weddle, Spanish Sea, 55-56 (slaving from Cuba to the Bahamas) , 204 (how
Miruelo Bay got its name).
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Less equivocal because somewhat better documented is the
1519 voyage heretofore attributed to Alonso Alvarez de Pineda,
which scouted the Gulf Coast from Cape Sable to at least Vermillion
Bay (in Louisiana) and also parts of the Mexican coast from
the Rio de las Palmas to Veracruz. Rolena Adorno and Patrick
Charles Pautz, A.tvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca; His Account, His Life,
and the Expedition of Pan.filo de Narvaez ( 1999), 38 show that Diego
de Camargo commanded this voyage; the attribution to Alvarez de
Pineda is due to Bernal Diaz, writing over 70 years after the fact.
The Camargo-Alvarez de Pineda expedition sailed for Francisco de
Garay, the governor of Jamaica and a man who, over the next few
years attempted, and failed, to 'jump" Hernan Cortes' claims to
central Mexico. Weddle's account in chapter 6 of his Spanish Sea
(1985) and Adorno and Pautz's discussions are the best available
even though neither used Alonso de Chaves' ''Espejo de Navegantes,"
which contains sailing directions derived in part from the CamargoAlvarez de Pineda voyage . These directions informed the crude
sketch map of the Gulf of ca. 1519 and the published "Cortes Map"
of 1524 that are the first clear representations of peninsular Florida
as part of a continental land mass and in its correct relationship to
Cuba and Mexico. 39
The activities of Licenciado Lucas Vazquez de Ayll6n, 15211526, are detailed in Hoffman, A New Andalucia (1990) and
Quattlebaum, The Land Called Chicora (1956). Two central issues in
this story are where Pedro de Quejo and Francisco Gordillo (slavers
sailing for Ay116n and others) landed in 1521 and where Ay116n
placed his colony, San Miguel de Gualdape, in 1526. A consensus

38.

39.

Rolena Adorno and Patrick Charles Pautz, Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca; His
Account, His Life, and the Expedition of Panfilo de Narvaez 3 vols. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1999), 3:231-240.
Alonso de Chaves y el Libro IV de su ''Espejo de navegantes," ed. P. Castaneda, M.
Cuesta y P. Hernandez (Madrid: Industrias Graficas Espana, 1977) hereafter as
Chaves, Espejo de navigantes. This edition has minor flaws in the transcription
from the original that is held in the Real Academia de la Historia in Madrid.
For the Gulf Coast and Florida see Chapters 12-13. Richard E. Condrey, Paul
E. Hoffman, and D. Elaine Evers, "The Last Naturally Active Delta Complexes
of the Mississippi River (LNDM): Discovery and Implications," forthcoming
as chapter 3 in The Once and Future Delta, ed. John Day, Paul Kemp, Angelina
Dreeman, shows how Chaves can be used to understand the sixteenthseventeenth century maps of the Gulf coast that omit the Mississippi River's
delta. The Alvarez de Pineda Map is reproduced in Weddle, Spanish Sea, (101)
and Cummins, Skelton, and Quinn, Discovery, (69, figure 68, with the "Cortes"
map of 1524, the first printed map of the Gulf, 68, figure 67).
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now holds that the 1521 landing was at the Santee River-Winyah
Bay entrance. Regarding the 1526 colony, Hoffman argues for
- the vicinity of Sapelo Sound; Quattlebaum argues for Winyah Bay
and Douglas T. Peck has argued for the Savannah River. 40 Earlier
scholars who misread the documentary record or had limited
access to it selected various landing places for 1521 and placed the
colony as far north as the Chesapeake Bay, perhaps in an attempt
to link this earliest European colony with the English beginnings
of the United States.41 San Miguel de Gualdape failed after only a
few months and survivors returned to the Antilles. Its location may
someday be determined by archaeological evidence.
Coincident with the Quejo-Gordillovoyage of1521 that opened
up the lower east coast of North America to official Spanish notice,
Juan Ponce de Leon sailed on his final, fatal voyage to what he still
insisted was the island, "La Florida." He was authorized to take the
men and animals needed to found a colony and loaded both on his
ships. His voyage and an apparent attempt to found a colony in the
territory of the Calusa Indians (Fort Myers and points south on the
west coast) resulted in his mortal wounding and the deaths of some
of his men. He withdrew to Cuba, where he died at Puerto Principe
in July 1521. Devereaux.Juan Ponce de Leon, gives an account based
on Oviedo, Herrera, and certain other materials; Weddle, Spanish
Sea, devotes less than a page to this voyage. 42 For Ponce's alleged
interest in the fountain of youth, see McGrath, this issue.
Equally luckless was Panfilo de Narvaez. Although it is often
asserted that he intended to colonize peninsular Florida, that is
a misunderstanding of his intention. True, his contract with the
Crown included Ponce de Leon's La Florida, but the territory he

40. Douglas T. Peck, "Lucas Vazquez de Ayll6n 's Doomed Colony of San Miguel de
Gualdape," Georgi,a Historical Quarterly 85, no. 2 (Summer 2001) , 193. I do not
find his argument nor Quattlebaum's convincing.
41. Hoffman, A New Andalucia, 317-321 discusses the historiography on this point
and the location of the 1521 landing. Shea, "Ancient Florida," claimed the
Jamestown location on the basis of a name used in a deposition taken in 1561
and a similar name in early English accounts ofJamestown. A short summary of
the Ayll6n colony and some of its sixteenth-century contexts is Jeannine Cook,
ed., Columbus and the Land of AyU6n (Darien, GA: Lower Altamaha Historical
Society, 1992). DeVorsey's essay "Early Maps and the Land of Ayll6n" (pp.
1-26) is of note.
42. Devereaux, Juan Ponce de Leon, 184-198; Weddle, Spanish Sea, 48, but see 53 for
his usual trenchant discussion of the sources. See also Quinn, New American
World, 1:246.
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was authorized to explore and exploit ran westward as far as the
Rfo de las Palmas (Soto La Marina River) in Mexico and it is quite
-clear that he intended to settle in Mexico (and likely on the Panuco
River if he could), whose riches and relatively tractable natives were
well known, unlike the "low, sterile land" that the Camargo-Alvarez
de Pineda expedition had found on their exploration of the west
coast of the Peninsula and the upper Gulf coast or the violently
hostile Calusa who had repelled Ponce de Leon. The landing on
Florida's west coast was a consequence of a storm that drove the
fleet away from its intended final watering and victualing point,
Havana. What we know of this expedition is largely derived from
Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca's account, known as Naufragi,os, first
published in 1542 after he and his two companions returned to the
Spanish world. Rolena Adorno and Patrick Charles Pautz (1999)
have issued an en/ace edition of the Naufragi,os plus a two volume
discussion of the details. 43 Like most accounts of the NarvaezCabeza de Vaca expedition, their study concentrates on the Texas
into Mexico part of the story, by far the longer part of the history
and the most difficult to interpret. Curiously, they argue that the
expedition's pilots at least initially thought that they had landed
on the Mexican coast rather than the Florida coast. For a shorter
account of just the Florida portion of the expedition's odyssey, see
Paul E. Hoffman, "Narvaez and Cabeza de Vaca in Florida," in The
Forgotten Centuries (1994). 44 A recent and particularly well-written
account based on the Adorno-Pautz volumes is Andres Resendez, A
Land So Strange: The Epic journey of Cabeza de Vaca (2007). 45
News of Narvaez's misadventure and Cabeza de Vaca in person
arrived in Spain just as Hernando de Soto was being persuaded to seek
his fortune in La Florida, the one part of North America's coast south
of the cod fisheries of the far northeast that was still largely unexplored.
Rolena Adorno and Patrick Charles Pautz, Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca: His
Account, His Life, and the Expedition of Panfilo de Narvaez 3 vols. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1999). Volume 1 is the text; Volume 2 is
commentary, and Volume 3 considers the creation, reception and historical
context of the Relacion. I find it hardly credible that pilots, even the least
experienced, would mistake a North-South coast (Florida) approached from
the west for a coast (Mexico) that would have to be approached from the east.
44. Paul E. Hoffman, "Narvaez and Cabeza de Vaca in Florida," in The Forgotten
Centuries: Indians and Europeans in the American South, 1521-1704, ed. Charles
Hudson and Carmen Chaves Tesser (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1994)' 50-73.
45. Andres Resendez, A Land So Strange: The Epic journey of Cabeza de Vaca (New
York: Basic Books, 2007-).
43.
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De Soto was fresh from the conquest of Peru but disappointed in his
hope of obtaining a separate government somewhere on the west
coast of South America or possibly in Central America. A permit to
explore North America and then designate 200 leagues Gust over
600 miles) of coast in La Florida for such a government was all that
he could obtain. Slyly telling some of his relatives that they would be
well advised to join De Soto, Cabeza encouraged dreams of riches,
dreams in part based on knowledge of Ay116n's tales of a populous
kingdom in the interior of what we know as the Carolinas where
"terrestrial gems" and freshwater pearls could be found. Accordingly,
De Soto's contract provided that he had three years to explore as far
west as the limits of New Spain before selecting the 200 leagues of
coast that would define his new government. The limit of New Spain
apparently had recently been set at the Rio del Espiritu Santo on the
northern Gulf Coast to avoid the problem that Garay had caused with
Cortes, and that Narvaez would have created had he lived. In both
instances the vagueness of geographic knowledge resulted in grants
that allowed them to attempt to move in on Heman Cortes' conquest
via Amichel. 46 In any case, De Soto's contract consolidated Ay116n's
and Narvaez's contracts and extended the area of exploration to at
least 40 degrees north.
Hernando De Soto has sometimes been portrayed as a
romantic, tragic hero largely because of how Garcilaso de la Vega,
La Florida dellnca (1605; 1993) 47 portrayed his epic journey across

46.

47.

This use of the Rio del Espiritu Santo as the boundary for Mexico-La Florida
is found in Alonso de Chaves, Espejo de Navigantes, Libro Iv, (ca. 1537),119;
and Rangel and Viedma, in Lawrence A. Clayton, Vernon James Knight, Jr.,
and Edward C. Moore eds., The DeSoto Chronicles; The Expedition of Hernando de
Soto to North America in 1539-1543 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
1993), 1:228, 231 (Viedma), 1:281 (Ranjel). Amichel was the name of the
Native American area along the Panuco River, whose valley provided a route
into Mexico's central highlands and thus to what had been the Mexica-Azteca
empire.
Garcilaso de la Vega, El Inca, La Florida, trans. Charmion Shelby, ed. David
Bost, with footnotes by Vernon James Knight, Jr., vol. 2, of Clayton, Knight,
and Moore, The DeSoto Chronicles. This edition includes Frances G. Crowley's
biography and study of the various editions, political purposes, and modern
opinions of La Florida as well as the first English translation of the "Genealogy
of Garci Perez de Vargas," a chapter that once was part of La Florida. Another
commonly used translation is Garcilaso de la Vega, The Florida of the Inca,
ed. and trans. by John Grier Varner and Jeannette Johnson Varner (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1951). Sylvia L. Hilton edited the most recent
Spanish edition, La Florida del Inca, ed. Sylvia L. Hilton (Madrid: Historia 16,
1986; also as Madrid: Fundacion U niversitaria Espanola, 1982).
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the South and his death on the shores of the Mississippi River and
because of the desire of Southerners to find an early example of
the chivalrous knight to reinforce their own nostalgic romanticism.
He was in fact a brutal man.
DeSoto's journey has long been recognized as providing
a glimpse of Native American life at or just past the end of the
Mississippian period (ca.900-1450 CE) and before old world diseases
began to decimate populations whose size is still disputed (see below).
John R. Swanton's 1939 account of the expedition (Final Report of the
United States De Soto Expedition Commission) not only synthesized and
sifted the four Spanish accounts of the expedition but also used local
tradition and such archaeological evidence as then was available to
lay out the expedition's route as part of the celebration of its 400th
anniversary. 48 World War II and other interests put the questions of
the route and the veracity and intertextuality of the various sources
on hold, although archaeological work continued to be done on
Native American sites.
The approach of the 450th anniversary of the expedition in
1989-93 produced an outpouring of scholarship and a renewal of
the controversies over the route, which state tourism officials and
highway departments were eager to mark with signs. Collectively, the
bibliographies of the works that follow touch on the voluminous article
and "grey literature" scholarship that historians and archaeologists
have produced before, during and since the 450th observance.
The excitement began in 1981 when the University of Alabama
sponsored a conference on "Alabama and the Borderlands" whose
papers were published in R. Reid Badger and Lawrence Clayton,
eds., Alabama and the Borderlands: From Prehistory to Statehood ( 1985). 49
That same year (1985) the Smithsonian Institution reissued
Swanton 's book with Jeffery P. Brain's updated bibliography of mostly
48. JohnR. Swanton , FinalReportofthe UnitedStatesDeSotoExpedition Commission (Vol.
71, 76th Congress, 1•t Session, House Document. Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 1939) , reprinted with Jeffery Brain 's "Introduction: Update
of De Soto Studies since the United States De Soto Expedition Commission
Report," in Final Report of the United States De Soto Expedition Commission, ed. J. R.
Swanton (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1985).
49. R. Reid Badger and Lawrence A. Clayton, eds., Alabama and the Borderlands:
From Prehistory to Statehood (University: University of Alabama Press, 1985). Of
particular note in reference to De Soto are essays by John H. Parry, "Early
European Penetration of Eastern North America," (83-95) ,and Jeffrey P. Brain,
"The Archaeology of the Hernando de Soto Expedition," (96-107) , Chester B.
DePratter, Charles M. Hudson, and Marvin T. Smith, "The Hernando de Soto
Expedition: From Chiaha to Mabila," (108-127).
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archaeological studies since 1939. The Alabama De Soto Commission
then organized the production of the two volume The De Soto
. Chronides (1993) which largely supersedes Jerald T. Milanich's The
Hernando de Soto Expedition ( 1991). 50 This key work brought together
in annotated English translation the four Spanish accounts of the
expedition, a previously unpublished fragment of a fifth account,
Swanton's "Parallel Itinerary of the Expedition," various documents
relating to De Soto, two short biographies reflecting different
understandings of the man, and updated bibliographies. In a related
effort focused initially on Arkansas but in a second event expanded
more generally to the De Soto expedition, the University Museum of
the University of Arkansas sponsored two conferences (1988, 1990),
whose principal papers were published in 1993 as Gloria A. Young
and Michael P. Hoffman, eds., The Expedition of Hernando de Soto West
of the Mississippi, 1541-1543 (1993). 51 Notable among the papers is
George L. Langford's essay (173-191) suggesting that the Spanish
accounts of the expedition, especially Garcilaso's, contain extended
sections that have the marks of folk tales, in this case stories told
and retold around the expedition's campfires long before they were
written down. Those tales, he suggests, are what "gives Garcilaso's
work the novelistic quality which has led some scholars to conclude
that La Florida del Inca is a fictional work by a literary scholar" ( 189).
Rather, it should be viewed as a work of folk lore. Also notable is
David Henige's questioning of the way the documentary sources
were being used to reconstruct the route (155-172) and Charles
Hudson and his students' reply (255-269). In Spain, the Junta and
U niversidad de Extremadura organized a congress of Spanish,
Peruvian and North American scholars in 1991 to consider various
aspects of De Soto's life in addition to his expedition in La Florida
and to visit places associated with him in that seldom visited part of
Spain (Actas, 1993).52 Another conference that same year produced
50.

51.

52.

Lawrence A. Clayton, Vernon James Knight, Jr., and Edward C. Moore, eds.,
The De Soto Chronicles; The Expedition of Hernando de Soto to North America in
1539-1543 2 vols. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1991). Jerald T.
Milanich ed., The Hernando de Soto Expedition (New York: Garland Publisher,
1991). The latter is one of the volumes in the publisher's Spanish Borderlands
Sourcebooks series.
The Expedition of Hernando de Soto West of the Mississippi, 1541-1543; Proceedings
of the De Soto Symposia, 1988 and 1990, eds. Gloria A. Young and Michael P.
Hoffman (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1993).
Actas del Congreso Hernando de Soto y su tiempo (Badajoz: Junta de Extremadura,
1993).
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a volume of essays that explored possible intertextuality among the
narrative accounts, neglected topics connected with the expedition
such as maps and way finding, the effects of the expedition on Native
American societies, and the place of the expedition in selected aspects
of Euro-American history (Patricia Galloway ed., The Hernando de Soto
Expedition, 1997). 53 Separately, Jose Ignacio Avellaneda published
a prosopographical study of the survivors of the expedition (Los
sobrevivientes de la Florida: The Survivors of the De Soto Expedition, 1990),
probably the only such study for these early exploring ventures that
will be possible because participant lists are not known to exist for
any of the others.54 And recently Philip Levy included De Soto's
wanderings (and Narvaez's and Francisco Vazquez de Coronado's)
in FeUow Travelers: Indians and Europeans Contesting the Early American
Trail (2007) as an example of a less successful European strategy for
utilizing Native American knowledge when exploring. 55
The discovery of Spanish artifacts of the right time period
at the Governor Martin site in Tallahassee in 1986 eventually
produced Charles R. Ewen and John H. Hann's Hernando de Soto
Among the Apalache ( 1998), a study of the archaeological and
documentary evidence that the site was in fact De Soto's winter
camp site in 1539. 56 Related is Jerry Milanich and Charles Hudson's
Hernando de Soto and the Indians ofFlorida ( 1993), 57 which mustered
archaeological and documentary evidence to, among other things,
explain why a Tampa Bay landing is the most likely, as well as
detailed consideration of the route in Florida and its effects on
Native American societies.
53.

54.

55.
56.

57.

The Hernando de Soto Expedition: History, Historiography, and 'Discovery' in the
Southeast, ed. Patricia Galloway (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997).
There are 19 essays in four sections: The Sources (primarily criticism of
Garcilaso), The Expedition, The Expedition and Indian History (its place in
the transition from the Mississippian to tribal societies), and The Expedition
and Euro-American History (Spanish law, Fernandez de Oviedo as chronicler,
among other topics).
Jose Ignacio Avellaneda, Los Sobrevivientes de La Flmida: The Survivors of the De
Soto Expedition (Gainesville, FL: P. K. Yonge Library, 1990) . The names of not
more than a dozen men are known from the earlier expeditions. Menendez's
expedition may offer a possibility.
Philip Levy, Fellow Travekrs: Indians and Europeans Contesting the Early American
Trail (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2007).
Charles R. Ewen and John H. Hann, Hernando de Soto Among the Apalachee;
The Archaeowgy of the First Winter Encampment (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 1998).
Jerald T. Milanich and Charles Hudson, Hernando de Soto and the Indians of
Florida (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1993).
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As important as The De Soto Chronicles volumes and the growing
body of archaeological and other studies are, Charles Hudson and
his students' new version of the route was the key contribution to
the 450th anniversary observance. 58 Hudson subsequently published
a short account of the expedition with a slightly revised map as
"The Hernando de Soto Expedition, 1539-1543" (1994). 59 Not
surprisingly, Hudson's route touched off controversies in several
states, notably in Alabama where Caleb Curren and others disputed
the placement of Mabilia and consequently the route through
that state. Paul E. Hoffman, "Hernando de Soto: A Review Essay"
(2000) 60 discusses the literature of these controversies.
Robin A. Beck and others' work on the Berry Site in North
Carolina has produced a refinement of the Hudson-DePratter-Smith
route to and aroundJoara. Beck first proposed this revision in "From
Joara to Chiaha: Spanish Exploration of the Appalachian Summit
Area, 1540-1568" (1997). 61 Hudson accepted itin the second edition
of his volume on the Juan Pardo Expeditions (see below).
To try to resolve the Mabilia dispute, the University of Alabama
held another conference in 2006 that brought together historians,
a folklorist, geographers, geologists, and archaeologists to examine
what was known about Mabilia and its possible location and how
to handle the available evidence. The conference concluded that
the documentary sources and archaeology still did not provide
a definitive answer. The papers were published in Vernon James
Knight.Jr., ed., The Search for Mabila (2009). 62
In a more popular vein, David Ewing Duncan, Hernando de Soto:
a Savage Quest in the Americas (1996) and Charles Hudson, Knights of
58.

Charles Hudson, Chester DePratter and Marvin T. Smith, "Hernando de Soto's
Expedition through the Southern United States," in First Encounters: Spanish
Explorations in the Caribbean and the United States, 1492-1570, ed. Jerald T.
Milanich and Susan Milbrath (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1989),
77-98. Their understanding of the route developed in segments over time. See
bibliographic listings under Hudson in The De Soto Chronides 1 :529-531.
59. Charles Hudson, "The Hernando de Soto Expedition, 1539-1543," in Forgotten
Centuries, ed., Hudson and Tesser, 74-103. The map is on 76-77.
60. Paul E. Hoffman, "Hernando de Soto: A Review Essay" Louisiana History 41, no.
2 (Spring 2000), 231-39.
61. Robin A. Beck, Jr., "From Joara to Chiaha: Spanish Exploration of the
Appalachian Summit Area, 1540-1568," Southeastern Archaeology 16, no. 2
(Winter 1997), 162-69. John Worth was kind enough to call this essay to my
attention.
62. Vernon James Knight, Jr., ed., The Search for Mabila: The Decisive Batt/,e between
Hernando de Soto and Chief Tascalusa (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
2009).
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Spain; Warriors of the Sun ( 1997) are solid accounts of the man and
his expedition based on the scholarship just noted. 63 Both see De
Soto as less than the romantic hero of Southern legend and both
pay attention to the resistance that Native Americans mounted to
the expedition and the long-term consequences for them of its
passing through their territories.
De Soto's failed attempt at conquest and the rise of demands
for the peaceful rather than the violent "conquest" of Native
Americans throughout the Americas 64 led to the next tragic attempt
to extend Spanish influence into La Florida. Fray Luis Cancer's
failed missionary effort of 1547 on the west coast of the peninsula
is adequately covered in Weddle, Spanish Sea (1985), and Quinn's
New American World (1978). 65
Cancer's death and the repeated failures of Spanish expeditions
seem to have confirmed a general understanding that southeastern
North America was not worth further expenditures of men and
treasure. However, a counter narrative first glimpsed in Oviedo's
account of the view of some survivors of the Ayll6n expedition
and renewed as the survivors of De Soto's expedition gathered
in Mexico, held that in fact some of the large Native American
societies that De Soto's men had seen offered possibilities for
agricultural settlements, places where a few Spanish lords might
exploit the labor of Native Americans for the benefit of New Spain
while others searched for mineral wealth in the mountains his men
had traversed. This idea fed in to a variety of concerns that by 155 7
had become the plan for the Luna expedition. The design called
for founding a port on the Gulf Coast and then development of a
road to the Atlantic coast and another port at the Point of Santa
Elena via Spanish settlements at Coosa and Cofitachequi, the

63.

David Ewing Duncan, Hernando de Soto; A Savage Quest in the Americas (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1996) and Charles Hudson, Knights of Spain,
Warriars of the Sun; Hernando de Soto and the South's Andent Chiefdoms (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1997). Hudson's book was preceded by Joyce
Rockwood Hudson, LookingfarDeSoto; A Search Through theSouthfartheSpaniard's
Trail (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1993), his wife's account of their trips
tracing out the route as Hudson understood it and correcting that understanding
by examining the geography and archaeology of various points. The volume has
a double page map of Hudson's route (since slightly altered).
64. The standard but by no means complete account of this demand is Lewis U.
Hanke, The Spanish Strugg/,e JarJustice (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1949).
65. Weddle, Spanish Sea, 234-246, 248-49 and Quinn New American Warld, 2:189-98.
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two places remembered among the De Soto survivors as having
abundant foods and populations. The expedition was fitted out in
Mexico with both private and royal resources. 66
Herbert I. Priestley's romantic Tristan de Luna: Conquistador of
the Old South (1936; 1952) 67 still has value although it has no notes.
Its value arises from being based on Priestley's edition of The Luna
Papers (1928) .68 The Luna Papers are various documents relating to
the expedition, except for those in the Mexican treasury records,
which detail many of the preparations and the resupply efforts that
followed the loss of ships and supplies shortly after the expedition
landedinPensacolaBay. Quinn, NewAmericanWorld (1978),printed
selections from the Priestley volumes. 69 Charles Hudson, Marvin
Smith, Chester B. DePratter, and Emilia Kelley's "The Tristan de
Luna expedition, 1559-1561" (1989) revisited the story with special
emphasis on Coosa and whether it had become less populated in
the 19 years between the De Soto and Luna visits. They concluded
that it had, but Paul E. Hoffman, "Did Coosa Decline Between 1541
and 1560?" (1997) argues that that claim cannot be supported on
the basis of a careful reading of the documents, which make it
clear that the claim (found in some of them) was fabricated by
members of the expedition who wished to abandon the project. 70
John Worth and other scholars associated with the University of
West Florida are currently reexamining not only the documents
in Priestley's volumes but others and the archaeological evidence
that has come from two of Luna's ships whose wrecks have been
found. As yet, the results of this new scholarship have largely been

66.
67.

68.

69.
70.

For discussions of the origins of Luna see Weddle, Spanish Sea, 251-284, and
Hoffman, New Andalucia, 144-159.
Herbert Ingram Priestly, Tristan de Luna: Conquistador of the Old South; A
Study of Spanish Imperial Strategy (Glendale, CA: A. H. Clark, 1936; reprint.,
Philadelphia: Porcupine Press, 1980).
Herbert I. Priestley, ed. and trans., The Luna Papers: Documents Relating to the
Expedition of Don Tristan de Luna y Arellano for the Conquest of La Florida in 15591561 2 vols. (Deland: Florida State Historical Society, 1928; reprint., Freeport
NY: Books for Libraries Press, 1971; reprint. with foreward by John E. Worth,
Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2010). Many of these documents are
also in Jerald T. Milanich, ed., Earliest Hispanic I Native American Interactions in
the American Southeast (New York: Garland Publishers, 1991).
Quinn, New American World, 2: 199-276.
Charles Hudson, Marvin Smith, Chester B. DePratter, and Emilia Kelley, "The
Tristan de Luna Expedition, 1559-1561," Southeastern Archaeology 8 (1989), 3145; Paul E. Hoffman, " Did Coosa Decline Between 1541 and 1560?" Florida
Anthropologist 50 (1997), 25-29.
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presented as conference papers although a special number of the
Florida Anthropologist (2009) has reported on some of that work. 71
Even as the Luna project was falling apart due to internal
dissention fueled by shortages of supplies and disappointed hopes
of an easy imposition of Spanish lords over pliant Native Americans,
developmentsinEuropemarkedanewphaseinSpain'srelationships
with France and England, a phase that might be characterized as a
"cold war" in which officially peaceful relationships were matched
by unofficial, even sometimes proxy, violence in the Atlantic. Henry
Folmer, Franco-Spanish Rivalry in North America, 1524-1673 (1953),
provides an overview of the French phase of this cold war.]. Leitch
Wright, Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America ( 1971) , covers the
English. Both works cover more than the sixteenth century. 72
The first indication that Franco-Spanish peace in Europe did not
mean an end to colonial rivalries and violence in the Atlantic arena
was a diplomatic report of 1559 that a Scots-French expedition was
being prepared to colonize the Point of Santa Elena on the Atlantic
coast of North America. Francisco Lopez de G6mera's 1552 account
of Ay116n's expedition in his History General de las Indias (1954) 73 had
identified the Point as to latitude (32 degrees North) and as the
entry to Ay116n's Chicora and its supposed riches. Alarmed, Philip
II ordered that part of the Luna expedition's manpower should
move immediately to colonize the Point. Luna attempted to carry
out this order but bad weather forced the ships he sent into Havana.
Accordingly, when Angel de Villafane replaced Luna in command of
the expedition, he again divided the men and ships and personally
set out for the Atlantic coast. Hoffman's New Andalucia (1990) is
perhaps the most complete account of what followed, including the
failed effort of Lucas Vazquez de Ay116n, The Younger, to create a
colony (1563-1565), which would probably have been on the shore
of Chesapeake Bay, the home of Paquiquineo, also known as D.
Luis de Velasco. Paquiquineo was an Algonquian-speaking Indian,
possibly from what was later Powhatan's confederacy, who was picked

71.
72.

The Florida Anthropowgist 62, nos. 3-4 (September-December 2009).
Henry Folmer, Franco-Spanish Rivalry in North America, 1524-1673 (Glendale,
CA: A. H. Clark Co, 1953); j[ames] Leitch Wright, Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in
North America (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1971).
73. Francisco Lopez de Gomara, Historia General de las Indias. "Hispania Vitrix"
cuya segunda parte corresponde a la conquista de Mexico. Modernizacion del texto
antiguo por Pilar Guibelalde, con unas notas prologales de Emiliano M.
Aguilera 2 vols. (Barcelona: Editorial Iberia, 1954), 1: 66-67.
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up by one of the ships sent to resupply Villafane. Later converted to
Christianity while seriously ill in Mexico on his way home, D. Luis
became the hope of Dominicans (1566) and then Jesuits (1570-71)
who wanted to use him to secure peaceful missionary activity among
the Indians of the Chesapeake (see below). He in turn sought to use
their interest and that of secular Spaniards like Pedro Menendez de
Aviles, to secure passage back to his home. 74
Long before D. Luis succeeded, French Huguenots made good
on the threat to colonize at or near the Point of Santa Elena, al though
ifJean Ribault's The Whole and TrueDiscouerye of Terra Florida (1563;
1927) 75 is to be credited, Charlesfort on modern Parris Island was
created as a matter of necessity, not policy. That is, Ribault needed
to reduce the number of men relative to his remaining supplies
before continuing his voyage. Port Royal Sound was an excellent
harbor close to the legendary Point of Santa Elena and thus to
Chicora and its imagined riches. The Spanish expedition to search
for Charlesfort is covered in Lucy L. Wenhold, trans., "Manrique de
Rojas' Report on French Settlement in Florida, 1564" (1959) .76 The
so-called Parreus Map of 1562 recorded Ribault's understanding
of the Georgia and South Carolina coasts. 77 Chester B. DePratter,
Stanley South and James Legg, "The Discovery of Charlesfort"
( 1996), reports the discovery of part of Charlesfort under the later
Spanish Fort San Felipe. 78
Rene de Laudonniere's follow up voyage of 1564 and the
French colony at Fort Caroline (near modern Jacksonville) are
well known because of how they tie to the Spanish colony at St.

74. Hoffman, A New Andalucia, 184-87, 244-46, 261-66.
75. Jean Ribualt, The Whole and True Discouerye of Terra Florida. A Facsimile Reprint
of the London Edition of 1563, Together with a transcript of an English Version in the
British Museum with notes by H. M. Biggar and a Biography by Jeannette Thurber
Connor (Deland: The Florida State Historical Society, 1927). See also Jean
Ribault, The Wole and true discouerye of Terra Florida. A Facsimilie Reproduction with
Introduction by David L. Dowd (Gainesville: University Press of Florida 1964).
76. Lucy L. Wenhold, trans., "Manrique de Rojas ' Report on French Settlement
in Florida, 1564," Florida Historical Quarterly 38, no. 1 Uuly 1959) , 45-62. It is
also printed in Charles E. Bennett, Laudonniere and Fort Caroline. History and
Documents (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1964) , 108-24.
77. William P. Cumming, "The Parreus Map (1562) of French Florida," Imago
Mundi 17 (1963), 27-40. The copy was made for Spain's ambassador in France
as part of his gathering of intelligence information on the French voyages.
78. Chester B. DePratter, Stanley South and James Legg, "The Discovery of
Charlesfort,"Transactions of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina 101 (1996),
39-48. DePratter kindly supplied this citation.
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Augustine. Charles E. Bennett, Laudonniere & Fort Caroline. History
and Documents (1964) and his edition of Rene Laudonniere's
Three Voyages ( 1975) have made available all of the known French
accounts. 79 More recently, W.John Faupel and Sarah Lawson have
provided a new, annotated translation of Laudonniere's work as
A Foothold in Florida: The Eye-Witness Account of Four Voyages Made by
the French into That Region and Their Attempt at Colonization, 15621568 (1992). 80 John T. McGrath, The French in Early Florida: In the
Eye of the Hurricane (2000) is the best current retelling of this story,
but with an Atlantic context otherwise only available in brief form
in various older French accounts. 81 A short account is M. Adele
Francis Gorman, 'Jean Ribault's Colonies in Florida," (1965). 82
And not to be omitted are Stephen Lorant, ed., The New World:
The First Pictures of America (1965) and Paul Hulton, ed., The Work
ofJacques le Moyne de Morgues (1977) .83 Both reproduce Le Mayne's

79.

80.

81.

82.
83.

Charles E. Bennett, Laudonniere & Fort Caroline. History and Documents
(Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1964); Rene Goulaine de
Laudonniere, Three Voyages. trans. with introduction and notes by Charles
E. Bennett (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1975). Modern French
editions of Laudonniere's account first published in 1586 are, among others,
L'histoire notab/,e de la Rorida situee es lndes Occidenta/,es.... (Facirnilie; Lyon:
Audin pour Conseil historique et heraldique de France, 1946) and Suzanne
Lussagenet, ed., Les franr;ais en Rorida. Textes deJean Ribault, Rene de Laudonniere,
[et al]. choises et annotes par S. L. Intro. Par Ch-Andre Julian (Paris: Presses
Universitarires de France, 1958).
A Foothold in Florida: The Eye-Witness Account of Four Voyages Made by the French
into That Region and Their Attempt at Colonization, 1562-1568, Based on a new
Translation of Laudonniere's 'L'Histoire notab/,e de la Floride, trans. Sara Lawson;
Annotations and Appendices by W. John Faupel (East Grinstead, England:
Antique Atlas Publications, 1992). The DeBry engravings are included at
locations that correspond to their contents.
John T. McGrath, The French inEarlyRorida; In theEyeoftheHurricane (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2000). The French accounts alluded to are Paul Louis
Jacques Caffarel, Histoire de la Roride Franr;aise (Paris: Firmin-Didot et Cie., 1875),
Charles de la Ronciere, "Les colonies ephemeres et les colonies perdues," in
Histoire des Colones franr;aises et de l'espansion de la France dans /,e monde, ed. Gabriel
Hanotaux and Afted Martineau 6 vols. (Paris, 1929-33), 1:3-40.
M. Adele Francis Gorman, 'Jean Ribault's Colonies in Florida," Florida Historical
Quarterly 44, no. 1 Quly 1965), 51-66.
Stefan Lorent, ed., The New World: The First Pictures ofAmerica, Made byJohn White
andJacques Le Moyne and Engraved by Theodore de Bry, with Contemporary Narratives
of the French Sett/,ements in Florida, 1562-1565, and the English Colonies in Virginia,
1585-1590 (New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1965); Paul Hulton, ed., The
Works ofJacques /,e Moyne de Morgues, A Huguenot Artists in France, Rorida, and
England 2 vols. (London: British Museum Publications, 1977). In the latter see
David B. Quinn's essay on the French colonies of 1562-65, and R.A. Skelton's
essay on the LeMoyne map. A biography of Le Moyne (and history of the
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drawings as Theodore de Bry engraved them. Hulton includes
discussion not only of the historical setting in which Le Moyne
made his drawings but also scholarly critiques of the engravings,
which reproduce a number of European tropes as well as aspects
of Le Moyne and White's images of Native Americans. That is, the
DeBray engravings are not to be taken as literal representations of
what Le Moyne and White drew.
The basic story of Pedro Menendez de Aviles' activities in
La Florida has been known for some time although the larger
imperial and Atlantic contexts of his life still await exhaustive study.
Eugene Lyon's The Enterprise of Florida, 1565-1568 (1976) and his
Santa Elena: A Brief History of the Colony, 1566-1587 (1984) 84 have
replaced Woodbury Lowery, Spanish Settlements, volume 2 ( 1959),
as the most reliable account of Menendez's activities in Florida.
Lyon innovatively uses treasury, judicial and notarial records as well
as traditional correspondence, narratives from the time (below)
and government policy papers to consider not only what was done
in the formative years of La Florida but how the "enterprise"in a business sense-was funded. Gonzalo Solis de Meras, Pedro
Menendez de Avilis ( 1922; 1964) and Bartolome Barrientos, Pedro
Menendez de Avilis, Founder ofFlorida ( 1965) 85 are laudatory accounts
of the founding of Spanish Florida written at the time. Additional
biographic information on the Adelantado's career before and
during his Florida years is in Alfonso Camin, ElAdelantado de Florida,
Pedro Menendez de Avilis (1944) and Paul E. Hoffman, The Spanish
Crown and the Defense of the Indies ( 1980). 86 Albert Man ucy, Menendez;

French colony) is Miles Harvey, Painter in a Savage Land; The Strange Saga of the
First European Artist in North America (New York: Random House, 2008).
84. Eugene Lyon, The Enterprise of Florida, Pedro Menendez de Aviles and the Spanish
Conquest of 1565-1568 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1976); Eugene
Lyon, Santa Elena: A Brief History of the Colony, 1566-1587 (Columbia, SC:
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology, 1984).
85. Gonzalo Solis de Meras, Pedro Menendez de Avilis. trans. and ed. by Jeannette T.
Connor (1923; Facsimile Ed.; Gainesville, University of Florida Press, 1964);
Bartolome Barrientos, Pedro Menendez de Avilis, Founder of Florida, Trans.
Anthony Kerrigan with facsimile of the 1902 Spanish edition (Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 1965). The manuscript of Solis de Meras' account
was once held by the Counts of Revillagigedo but has recently been reported
as no longer in their archive.
86. Alfonso Camfn, El Adelantado de la Florida, Pedro Menendez de Avilis (Mexico
City: Revista Norte, 1944) and Paul E. Hoffman, The Spanish Crown and the
Defense of the Indies (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1980).
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Pedro Menendez de Avilis, Captain General of the Ocean Sea ( 1992), 87 is a
brief biography. Ciriaco Miguel Vigil, Noticias biograficas-geneal6gi,cas
de Pedro Menendez de Avilis (1892) and Eugenio Ruidiaz y Caravfa,
ed., La Florida: Su Conquista y colonizaci6n por Pedro Menendez de
Avilis (1893) are compilations of documents. 88 The letters in
Ruidiaz recently were republished without some of Ruidiaz's
defective annotations as Pedro Menendez de Aviles, Cartas sobre la
Florida (1555-1574) (2002). 89 Those letters and other materials on
Menendez de Aviles also can be found in Eugene Lyon, ed., Pedro
Menendez de Avilis (1995). 90 Karen Paar's dissertation, "'To Settle is
to Conquer': Spaniards, Native Americans, and the Colonization of
Santa Elena in Sixteenth-Century Florida" ( 1999) provides another
examination of the history of that town. 91 Still to be fully utilized
are the materials in the Revillagigedo Archive (parts of which were
used by Vigil, Ruidiaz and Sainz Sastre), the notarial records in the
Archivo Historico Provincial (AHP) de Asturias, and those in the
AHPs of Seville and Cadiz. 92 The Adelantado awaits a modern fulllength biography.
A spin off of the colonial effort along the Atlantic coast wereJuan
Pardo's expeditions into the Carolina piedmont during 1566-1568.

87.

Albert Manucy, Menendez; Pedro Menendez de Aviles, Captain General of the Ocean
Sea (Sarasota, FL: Pineapple Press, 1992).
88. Ciriaco Miguel Vigil, Noticias biograficas-geneal6gicas de Pedro Menendez de Aviles
(Aviles: Miguel Vigil, 1892) and Eugenio Ruidiaz y Caravfa, ed., La Florida: Su
conquista y colonizaci6n por Pedro Menendez de Aviles 2 vols. (Madrid: Imprenta de
los hijos de]. A. Garcia, 1893-94).
89. Pedro Menendez de Aviles, Cartas sobre la Florida (1555-1574), ed. with
introduction and notes by Juan Carlos Mercado (Frankfort: Vervuert, and
Madrid: Iberoamericana, 2002). Introduction, ( 13-48) , chronology, (49-52),
reprints 59 letters from Ruidiaz 1893-94, mostly without annotation as to their
original location much less critical commentary, although Mercado corrected
the texts with the originals.
90. Eugene Lyon, Pedro Menendez de Aviles (New York: Garland Publishers, 1995).
This book is volume 24 in the Spanish Borderlands Sourcebooks series.
91. Karen Paar, '"To Settle is to Conquer': Spaniards, Native Americans, and
the Colonization of Santa Elena in Sixteenth-Century Florida" (PhD diss.,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999).
92. Archivo de los Condes de Revillagigedo CoUection, Microfilm copies at the St.
Augustine Foundation (at Flagler College, St. Augustine) and the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida. These materials are open
for research but publications using them must first be approved by D. Alvaro
Armada (nutka@ibernet.com), the owner of the originals, which are kept
in Madrid. The Archivo Historico Provincial de Asturias in Oviedo houses
notarial records for the area and thus some of the Menendez clan's business
and personal information, for example, his wife Marfa's will.
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They are detailed in Charles Hudson, The Juan Pardo Expeditions:
Exploration of the Carolinas and Tennessee, 1566-1568 (2005) .93 This
work blends the documentary record (transcribed and translated)
with Hudson's superb knowledge of the archaeology (as of 1990)
of the area that Pardo explored. The purpose of the work is to
recover the ethnohistory of the area, a history that was of value for
reconstructing the De Soto route, which touched on some of the
same Native American towns. The Afterward in the revised edition
incorporates new archaeological information on the location
of Joara, the site of a transitory Spanish fort. 94 A related study
is Michael V. Gannon, "Sebastian Montero, Pioneer American
Missionary, 1566-1572" (1965/66), 95 which details the adventures
of a secular priest who accompanied Pardo.
If the initial years of Spanish settlement in La Florida are now
well understood because of Lyon's work, the same cannot be said
of the years after 1568. Many aspects of that history still await study,
the more so for the years after Menendez de Aviles's death in
1574, and even more for the post 1586 period, when Santa Elena's
population was consolidated with St. Augustine's and the latter
was recovering from being burned by Sir Francis Drake and looted
by Native Americans. Some progress has been made, at least with
regard to the material culture of St. Augustine, but on the whole
the last third of the sixteenth century remains almost as mysterious
as the question of first encounter.
During the 1970s, The St. Augustine Restoration Foundation
Inc. (SARFI) sponsored a research project to determine if it might
be possible to create a living history museum for the sixteenthcentury town. From that initiative came extensive archival research
and at least limited archaeological work on the sixteenth-century
93.

Charles Hudson, The Juan Pardo Expeditions. Exp!mation of the Carolinas and
Tennessee, 1566-1568 (1990; revised edition with index and afterward by
David G. Moor, Robin A. Beck, Jr. and Christopher B. Rodning; Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 2005).
94. Robin A. Beck, David G. Moore, Christopher B. Rodning, "Identifying Fort
San Juan: A Sixteenth-Century Spanish Occupation at the Berry Site, North
Carolina," Southeastern Archaeology 25, no. 1 (Summer 2006), 65-77, reports the
excavations. See also Beck, "From Joara to Chiaha," 1997, cited above. Jim
Glanville, "Conquistadors at Saltville in 1567? A Review of the Archaeological
and Documentary Evidence," Smithfield Review 8 (2004), 70-108, suggests that
Moyano's attack on "Chisca" may have been on a polity in the area of Saltville,
Virginia.
95. Michael V. Gannon, "Sebastian Montero, Pioneer American Missionary, 15661572," Catholic Historical Review 51 (1965/ 66), 335-53.
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part of St. Augustine and on Santa Elena and its forts. 96 Various
aspects of this work are reported in a special number on sixteenthcentury St. Augustine in RoridaAnthropology 38 (1985) .97 Included in
this volume are Kathleen Deagan's "The Archaeology of SixteenthCentury St. Augustine," Albert Manucy's, "The Physical Setting of
Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine," and several more technical reports
that Deagan, herein, will discuss. Here I wish to note the historical
accounts that grew from the work the Foundation sponsored
although they were not created as part of its project. Hoffman, A
New Andalucia (1990), was soon followed by Eugene Lyon, Richer
than We Thought: The Material Culture of Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine
(1992) .98 Lyon's book contains a brief introduction challenging
the legend of an impoverished town and noting highlights of the
fourteen translated documents that follow which support that
challenge. These documents range from an early attempt at a
comprehensive list of material culture derived from various records
(a product of the SARFI project), through lists of the goods of dead
members of the Sancho de Archiniega expedition (1566-68) to the
personal property of various officials and of Menendez de Aviles and
his wife. Also related to the SARFI project was Lyon's Santa E/,ena
(1984) study. Related but reflecting other origins is Albert Manucy,
Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine, the Peopl.e and Their Homes (1997). 99
While primarily concerned with housing (Manucy's life-long study)
this book also includes information on the early wooden forts and
how families of three socio-economic levels might have lived. Manucy
used studies of folk architecture in Spain, documents, the 1597
drawing of the city that shows a few buildings, and such archaeology
as existed at the time. 100
96.

97.
98.
99.
100.

See Michael V. Gannon, "The New Alliance of History and Archaeology in the
Eastern Spanish Borderlands," The William and Mary Qy,arterly Third Series,
49, no. 2 (April 1992) , 321-334 and Deagan, this issue, for discussions of
how archival and archaeological studies have enriched our understanding of
sixteenth (and in Gannon , seventeenth and eighteenth) century La Florida.
Flmida Anthropologist 38, nos. 1-2, part 1 (March:June 1985). Deagan (6-33) ,
Manucy (34-53).
Eugene Lyon, Richer Than We Thought: The Material Culture of Sixteenth-Century
St. Augustine (St.Augustine, The St. Augustine Historical Society, 1992).
Albert Manucy, Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine: The People and Their Homes
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1997).
Another study that grew out of the above is Paul E. Hoffman, "St. Augustine:
The First Century, 1565-1665," in Material Culture in Anglo-America: Regfonal
Identity and Urbanity in the Tidewater, Lowcountry, and Caribbean, ed. David S.
Shields (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2009) , 15-28.
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In the end, economic realities killed the project of a living
history museum. Two films produced from the research were shown
in St. Augustine for a time, then consolidated into one and finally
abandoned. The research materials gathered for the project are
housed at The St. Augustine Foundation.
At the same time that the SARFI project was underway, Stanley
South, Chester DePratter and others were excavating Spanish Santa
Elena, adding a dimension to our understanding of the material culture
of La Florida, 1566-1587, and to the story of Ribault's Charlesfort.
Deagan, in this issue, further explores material culture in the region.
For the years after Menendez de Aviles' governance, the only
comprehensive accounts of the Spanish colony are Hoffman,
Florida's Frontiers (2002) and Quattlebaum, The Land Called Chicora
(1956). For some of the activities of Governor Pedro Menendez
Marques (the Adelantado's nephew) and the years 1570-1590, see
Jeannette Thurber Connor, ed., Colonial Records of Spanish Florida
( 1925-30) 101 and Amy Turner Bushnell, The King's Coffer: Proprietors
of the Spanish Florida Treasury, 1565-1702 (1981). The latter traces
the Menendez Marques family as the royal treasurers and how they
exploited the situado, or royal payroll, that supported St. Augustine's
garrison and (in the seventeenth century) the missions.
A few studies of particular aspects of the late sixteenth century
may be mentioned. Mary Ross, "French Intrusions and Indian
Uprisings in Georgia and South Carolina, 1577-1580" (1923) 102
covers the wreck of French ship Le Principe near Santa Elena and the
subsequent ransoming, capture, and killing of its survivors. James
G.Johnston, The Spanish Period of Georgi,a and South Carolina History
1566-1702 ( 1923), 103 provides very brief overviews of the Menendez
101. Jeannette Thurber Connor, ed., Colonial Records of Spanish Florida 2 vols.
(Deland: Florida State Historical Society, 1925-30).
102. Mary Ross, "French Intrusions and Indian Uprisings in Georgia and South
Carolina, 1577-1580," Georgi,a Historical Quarterly 7 (1923) , 251-81. Ross, like
James G. Johnson (next note), was a student of Herbert E. Bolton.
103. James Guyton Johnson, The Spanish Period of Georgi,a and South Carolina history,
1566-1702 Bulletin of the University of Georgia, vol. 23, no. 9b; Special series:
Studies, no. 1 (Athens: University of Georgia, 1923).
This is only 23 pages long. It is drawn from his PhD Dissertation (University of
California, Berkeley), "The International Contest for the Colonial Southeast,
1566-1763." Unlike other dissertations produced under Bolton's direction,
this is based on secondary studies and such Spanish and English documents as
were available in the US. It has the virtue of including the French, especially
for the eighteenth century when they provided a third side to the colonial
contest to control the area's Native Americans and their land.
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de Aviles period and the establishment of the Franciscan missions
(1590-1606) before moving on to later centuries. Engel Sluiter,
The Florida Situado (1985), 104 provides the annual figures for this
basic economic aspect of the colony's history but no information
on how it was exploited. The military history of St. Augustine in
the late sixteenth century is covered in Verne E. Chatelain, The
Defense of Spanish Florida, 1565 to 1763 ( 1941), Jeannette T. Conner,
"The Old Nine Wooden Forts (1925-26)" 105 and Paul E. Hoffman,
The Spanish Crown and the Defense of the Indies ( 1980) .106 The former
is mostly focused on Castillo de San Marcos and the eighteenth
century walls, the second details the forts of St. Augustine prior to
the construction of Castillo de San Marcos and the third considers
forts, garrison and costs as part of a larger study of the Atlantic and
Caribbean. Other aspects of the military history of the sixteenth
century are found in Lyon, Enterprise ( 1976), and Hoffman, Florida s
Frontiers (2002). Spain's involvement with the English attempts to
colonize Roanoke Island will be considered shortly
The demographic history of sixteenth-century St. Augustine
has yet to be established. The Catholic church's parish records
begin only in 1595 and are incomplete until early in the
seventeenth century, so the task will be one of compiling lists of
persons documented as being in the town, using contemporary
estimates, and inferences from other parts of the Spanish empire
to prepare yet other estimates. Hoffman, Florida s Frontiers (2002),
has the sixteenth-century estimates. 107
As with many other aspects of the late sixteenth century, the
founding and early history of the Spanish missions have received only
spotty treatment. In part this is a function of surviving documentation,
but this treatment also reflects the greater interest of historians of
the Dominican and Franciscan orders in other topics, especially, for

104. Engel Sluiter, The Florida Situado: Quantifying the First Eighty Years,
15 71-1651 (Research Publications of the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History,
Series no. 1. Gainesville: University of Florida Libraries, 1985).
105. Verne E. Chatelain, The Defense of Spanish Florida, 1565 to 1763 (Washington,
DC: The Carnegie Institution, 194l);Jeannette Thurber Connor, "The Nine
Old Wooden Forts of St. Augustine" Flurida Historical Society Quarterly 4, no. 4
(1925-26) , 103-111 , 171-180.
106. Hoffman, The Spanish Crown and the Defense of the Indies.
107. See Hoffman, Flurida's Frontiers, 70, 75-76, for the sixteenth-century estimates
that have been found so far. ca. 1600 the population was not more than 700
and may have been as low as 500, both figures including the soldiers of the
garrison.
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the latter, the "martyrs" of 1597 and the subsequent golden age of
the Florida Missions. The only comprehensive accounts are Michael
V. Gannon's Cross in the Sand ( 1965), which surveys the history of
the Catholic church in Florida from the first priests and friars who
accompanied the early explorers to 1870, and Jerald T. Milanich,
Laboring in the Fields of the Lord: Spanish Missions and Southeastern
Indians (1999). Robert Matter, Pre-Seminol,e Florida: Spanish Soldiers,
Friars, and Indian Missions, 1513-1763, is a compilation of documents,
mostly from the seventeenth century. 108
Of the three orders who had missions in La Florida during
the sixteenth century, the Jesuits have provided the best account,
backed up with a collection of documents. Clifford M. Lewis and
Albert]. Loomie, The Spanish Jesuit Missions in Virginia, 1570-1572
(1953), 109 provides an introduction that tells the story followed
by documents from the Vatican archives as well as the Spanish
ones to supply supporting detail. The Jesuits started among the
Calusa110 and at Santa Elena, but becoming discouraged by a
lack of receptiveness on the part of the latter's Native American
neighbors, eventually resolved to make one final effort on the
shores of Chesapeake Bay using D. Luis de Velasco (Paquiquineo)
as their agent. Velasco and his friends killed the missionaries some
months after they set up their mission. Frank Marotti, Jr. used the
Lewis and Loomie materials for his thesis, 'Juan Baptista de Segura
and the Failure of the FloridaJesuitMission (1566-1572), (1984).m
The Dominican missions (1565-1574) are covered in Agustin
Davila Padilla, Historia de la Fundaci6n y Discurso de la Provincia de
Santiago de Mexico de la orden de Predicadores (1596; 1955) 112 and
108. Michael V. Gannon, Cross in the Sand (Gainesville: University of Florida Press,
1965). There are later editions; Jerald T. Milanich, Laboring in the Fields of the
Lord: Spanish Missions and Southeastern Indians (Washington, DC: Smithsonian
Institution Press, 1999); Robert Matter, Pre-Seminol,e F/,orida: Spanish Soldiers,
Friars, and Indian Missions, 1513-1763 (New York: Garland Publishers, 1990).
109. Clifford M. Lewis and Albert]. Loomie, The Spanish J esuit Missions in Virginia,
1570-1572 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1953). See also
Quinn, New American World, 2:556-566.
llO. John Hann, ed. and trans., Missions to the Calusa (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida: 1991), part II, 219-319, are documents that describe this mission.
lll. Frank Marotti, Jr., 'Juan Baptista de Segura and the Failure of the Florida
Jesuit Mission (1566-1572)" (MA thesis, University of Miami, 1984).
112. Agustin Davila Padilla, Historia de la Fundaci6n y Discurso de la Pravincia de Santiago
de Mexico de la orden de Predicadores por las vidas de sus varones insignes y casos notabl.es
de Nueva Espana (1596; Facsimile 3d Ed. Mexico: Editorial Academia Literaria,
1955). This work includes information on Frey Luis Cancer, the Dominicans
with Luna, and various other events involving members of that order.
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Victor Francis O'Daniel, Dominicans in Early Florida ( 1930) .113 Both
take a hagiographic approach and O'Daniel is especially notable
for undocumented assertions about behaviors and values. Details
of a more reliable nature are found in Lyon, Enterprise of Florida
(1976) and Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers (2002).
The Franciscan missions that began in the late 1570s and
endured into the eighteenth century have generated an extensive
literature that focuses on the seventeenth century and issues of
cultural change, with only passing attention to the sixteenth century
except for the Guale uprising of 1597 that resulted in the deaths of
five of the friars. For overviews see Jerald T. Milanich, "Franciscan
Missions and the Native Peoples in Spanish Florida" ( 1994), 11 4 and
Hoffman, Florida'sFrontiers (2002). John Tate Lanning, The Spanish
Missions of Georgia (1935) 115 used to be the standard account but the
works to be noted have revised and expanded it, as has the work of
the American Museum of Natural History's archaeological project
at St. Catherin es Island and John E. Worth (both to be discussed in
the special issue for the seventeenth century).
Recent scholarship about the sixteenth-century Spanish-Indian
relationship as it was structured around missions is usually found
in studies that take the entire mission period as their topics. An
exception is Eugene Lyon, "The Failure of the Guale and Orista
Mission, 1572-1575," (1992) 11 6 which covers the first Franciscan
attempt. More typical is Grant D. Jones, "The Ethnohistory of the
Guale Coast Through 1684" (1978), 117 which is primarily about the
seventeenth century but has material on the sixteenth. Amy Turner
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana:Support
Spain '.s
System for the Presidio and
Mission Provinces ofFlorida ( 1994), 118 which also focuses primarily on
113. Victor Francis O'Daniel, Dominicans in Early Florida (New York: U.S. Catholic
Historical Society, 1930).
114. Jerald T. Milanich, "Franciscan Missions and the Native Peoples in Spanish
Florida," in The Forgotten Centuries, 276-303.
115. John Tate Lanning, The Spanish Missions of Georgia (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1935).
116. Eugene Lyon, "The Failure of the Guale and Orista Mission, 1572-1575,"
in Columbus and the Land of Ayll6n, ed., Jeannine Cook, (Valona, GA: Lower
Altamaha Historical Society, 1992), 89-104.
117. Grant D. Jones, "The Ethnohistory of the Guale Coast Through 1684,"
Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History 55, part. 2
(1978), 178-210.
118. Amy Turner Bushnell, Situado and Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio
and Mission Provinces of Florida (New York: American Museum of Natural
History, Anthropological Papers No. 74, 1994).
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the seventeenth century, offers important information about how
the missions were supported. Jones and Bushnell's works were
written in support of the St. Catherine's Island project, but she
does not neglect the Timucuan (and Aplachee) missions which are
the subjects ofJohn H. Hann in A History of the Timucualndians and
Missions (1996), a narrative, diachronic approach that contrasts
withJohn E. Worth's structuralist, synchronic analysis in Timucuan
Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida (1998). Worth's study, more so than
Hann's, focuses on the seventeenth century Spanish-Timucuan
relationship. 11 9 A standard but by no means entirely reliable
account of the early Franciscan missions is Luis Jeronimo de Ore,
The Martyrs of Florida (1936), which is an abbreviated version of his
Relacion historica de la Florida escrita en el siglo XVII (1931-33). 120 A
work of propaganda as well as an account of his inspection of the
missions in the early seventeenth century, Ore's account must be
used with caution.
The Guale Indians' uprising of 1597, which figures in Lanning,
Ore and most other accounts of the Franciscan missions is covered
in]. Michael Francis and Kathleen M. Kole, Murder and Martyrdom
in Spanish Florida; Don Juan and the Guale Uprising of 1597 ( 2011) .121
This work discusses previous accounts and provides translations
of sixteen key documents describing the incident along with
commentary on them. These materials hint at political struggles
within Guale society of which the Spaniards were largely ignorant.
Unfortunately, Francis and Kole did not find the inquiry made in
the summer of 1599 after the Crown (November 9, 1598) ordered
the principal leaders of the revolt (the Crown presumed there
were principal leaders) brought to justice. This inquiry established
the "guilt" of the cacique don Juan C:Juanillo") and his uncle don
119. John H. Hann, A History of the Timucua Indians and Missions (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1996) ; John E. Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of
Spanish Florida 2 vols. (Gainesville, University Press of Florida, 1998), 1:14-57,
covers the late sixteenth-century contacts.
120. Luis Jeronimo de Ore, The Martyrs of Florida (1513-1616), trans. Maynard
Geiger (NewYork:J. F. Wagner, 1936); Relacion historica de la Florida escrita en el
siglo XVII, ed. Atanasio Lopes OFM 2 vols. (Madrid: Imprenta Ramona Velasco,
1931-33) . Ore published this work in 1612 as part of Franciscan propaganda
in support of continuing their missions. A new English translation is being
prepared by J. Michael Francis. N. David Cook is working on a comprehensive
biography of Ore, who went on to a notable career in Peru.
121. J. Michael Francis and Kathleen M. Kole, Murder and Martyrdom in Spanish
Florida; Don Juan and the Gual.e Uprising of 1597 (New York: American Museum
of Natural History Anthropological Papers, no. 95, 2011).
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Francisco of Tolomato and led to their eventual killing by other
Guale (op. cit., 138) .122
A prologue and sequel to the Guale uprising of 1597 was the
prolonged Spanish argument about whether to even continue the
Florida missions or move the center of the colony to Guale territory
to support the restored missions. Charles W. Arnade, Florida on Trial,
1593-1602 (1959), 123 covers most aspects of this argument, but see
also Hoffman, Florida s Frontiers (2002). The historiographic essay
in the special issue of the Quarterly for the seventeenth century will
guide the reader to other studies of the Franciscan missions during
that century.
In a class by itself is Hernando de Escalante Fontaneda's
account of his captivity among the Calusa. Primarily an account of
their customs, it also discusses the fates of Spaniards shipwrecked
in southern Florida and the early missions under Menendez de
Aviles. 124 Like many such accounts, it has to be used with caution.
Finally, the last notable aspects of La Florida's sixteenth-century
history are the English attempts to found a colony on Roanoke Island
in 1585-87 and the Spanish response. Paul E. Hoffman, Spain and
the Roanoke Voyages (1987), 125 provides a detailed account of how the
Spaniards learned about Roanoke and went looking for it. Louis D.
Scisco, ''Voyage of Vicente Gonzalez in 1588" ( 1947), 126 is a briefer

122. Dr. Francis recently told me he believes that the interrogation of the seven
Indians in July 1598 was the basis for Governor Mendez de Canzo's finding that
Juanillo and his uncle were the guilty parties. The study's "Timeline" shows
that the Governor did not report that to Philip III until February 1600 (7).
The document cited, an agreement between the Governor and the Cacique of
Aaso, dated November 27, 1601, states that the conclusion of guilt was reached
"[i]n investigations that followed the arrival of this order. .. " [of November
9, 1598]. A rewriting of history in 1601 is possible but the motive for it is not
evident.
123. Charles W. Arnade, Florida on Trial, 1593-1602 (Coral Gables, FL: University of
Miami Press, 1959).
124. Memoir of D. d 'Escalante Fontaneda Respecting Florida, Trans. Buckingham Smith
(1854; reprint. With revisions, Miami: [University of Miami Press], 1944).
For discussion see John E. Worth, "Fontaneda Revisited: Five Descriptions of
Sixteenth-Century Florida," Florida Historical Quarterly 73, no. 3 Uanuary 1995) ,
339-52, and Peter Ferdinando, "A Translation History of Fontaneda," Florida
Historical Quarterly 89, no. 2 (Fall 2010), 210-51.
125. Paul E. Hoffman, Spain and the Roanoke Voyages (Raleigh: America's Four
Hundredth Anniversary Committee, North Carolina Department of Cultural
Resources, 1987).
126. Louis D. Scisco, "Voyage of Vicente Gonzalez in 1588," Maryland Historical
Magazine42 (1947), 95-100.
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account of the main Spanish effort to find the colony. Wright, Angler
Spanish Rivalry (1971) also covers this subject David B. Quinn has
published extensively on these early English efforts in The Roanoke
Voyages, 1584-1590 (1955), documents in New American World (1978), 127
and Set Fairfor Roanoke: Voyages and Colonies, 1584-1606 (1985) .128 Other
documents, largely from the Spanish archives, are in Irene A. Wright,
ed., Further English Voyages to Spanish America, 1583-1594 (1951). 129
Needless to say, there is a large literature on the English ventures and
many theories about what happened to the "Lost Colony." Most of
that material is tangential to the topic of this essay.
This by no means exhaustive survey of the historiography on
sixteenth-century La Florida may give the impression that for some
topics there is little still to be done. But as I have suggested here and
there in this essay, some aspects of the story are still controversial and
almost all aspects of these events are in need of additional research
in neglected sources such as fiscal, notarial and judicial records in
Spain (and possibly Cuba and even Mexico), retelling with new
perspectives, and more careful reading of the known sources. 130
Jonathan DeCoster's essay in this issue is an example of the insights
that a close, careful reading of familiar sources can produce.
Among the topics crying out for additional research is the
financing of the various expeditions of exploration and attempted
colonization. Lyon, Richer Than We Thought (2006), is perhaps
the most complete account for any of them. Hoffman, New
Andalucia (1990), provides some information drawn from the
Seville notaries' archives on the two Lucas Vazquez de Ayll6ns.
Jose Diaz-Hernandez, Expedici6n del Adelantado Hernando de Soto a
la FWrida (1938), 131 provides tantalizing glimpses of what may still
127. David B. Quinn, ed., The Roanoke Voyages, 1584-1590 2 vols. (London: Hakluyt
Society, 1955); Quinn, New American World, 3:181-340.
128. David Beers Quinn, Set Fair For Roanoke: Voyages and Colonies, 1584-1606 (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press for America's Four Hundredth
Anniversary Committee, 1985).
129. Irene A. Wright, ed., Further English Voyages to Spanish America, 1583-1594
(London: Hakluyt Society, 1951).
130. An example of how profitable this can be is Francis and Kole, Murder and
Martyrdom (2011).
131. Jose Diaz-Hernandez, Expedici6n del Adelantado Hernando de Soto a la Florida:
Notas y documentos relativos a su organizaci6n (Sevilla: Instituto Hispano-Cubano
de Historia de America, 1938). He used Office 10 and found material on two
ships and 653 ducats worth of ship biscuit, for a total recorded expenditure of
2,622 ducats, clearly but a fraction of what De Soto and others spent to prepare
his expedition.
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await discovery in the Seville notarial records on that expedition.
He used only one of the twenty-four notarial offices active in that
city. The Narvaez expedition's fitting at Seville is totally unexplored
from this perspective. The notarial records of Cadiz also should
be examined for the fitting of these expeditions; Lyon has shown
that they have materials for Menendez de Aviles's enterprise, and
likely do for the other expeditions of exploration. A few additional
records for Menendez de Aviles's enterprise may also be in the
notarial records in Asturias, as previously suggested. And as noted,
the Luna expedition's government funding is contained in Mexican
treasury accounts that are in the Archive of the Indies and that have
begun to be used by the University of West Florida team. Archives in
Mexico have not been examined for what they might reveal about
this expedition.
A related subject for the colonial period as such (after 1565),
are the economic realities of Spanish Florida. Eugene Lyon's works,
both The Enterprise of Florida (1976) and Richer than We Knew (2000),
point the way by exploiting judicial as well as accounting records.
Sluiter's Flmida s Situado ( 1985) offers a base line for the colony's
primary economic input, but does not explore the mechanisms that
were developed to translate that funding into economic life. Paul
E. Hoffman, The Spanish Crown and the Defense of the Indies (1980), 132
shows how large a share (ca. 20%) of the Crown's 1565-1586
defense spending on its Atlantic empire was taken by Florida, but
explores only a few of the implications. All three of these authors
draw from the fiscal records (Contrataci6n and Contadurfa) in the
Archive of the Indies, records by no means fully exploited. The
fragmentary notarial records in Havana (they begin ca. 1575) also
offer possibilities, and the same may be true for those of the Canary
Islands, Asturias, Mexico City, Veracruz and even Madrid. But a
caution to anyone not familiar with notarial records: the "yield" from
notarial records can be very slender (if important for some stories)
compared to the time and resources expended in studying them. 133

132. Hoffman, The Spanish Crown and the Defense of the Indies.
133. I spent most post-siesta afternoons in the fall of 1980 digging through the
notarial archive in Seville for materials on Lucas Vazquez de Ayll6n the
Younger. The results appear as 2 sentences on page 191, a paragraph on page
195, and six paragraphs, pages 196-98 of A New Andalucia (1990) . The same
amount of work in the Archive of the Indies (AGI) might have yielded at least
a chapter's worth of material. The AGI was not open in the afternoon that fall.
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Another topic still imperfectly explored is the interaction of
Europeans and Native Americans, although that topic has come
into better focus in the last generation thanks largely to the
work of anthropologists such as Jerald Milanich, John Hann's
numerous volumes, 134 and a more careful reading of the Spanish
records (see above). Much of that work, however, focuses on the
better documented mission period of the seventeenth century.
Levy's study of Native American and Spanish interactions (Levy,
Fellow Travekrs, 2007) is an example of new approaches to Native
American-European interactions.
One area of Euro-Native American encounter scholarship to
which historians have contributed is demography. Anthropologist
Henry Dobyns' Their Numbers Became Thinned (1983), 135 famously
offered a "high count" estimate for Florida of 992,000 Native
Americans at first encounter in the 1560s based on a variety of
approaches for estimating from what little data is in the documents
and on the notion of "virgin soil epidemics" sweeping out of Mexico
and destroying up to 90% of North America's populations before
the Spaniards and (later) English got a good look at them. Many
students of the subject propose much smaller numbers for the contact
population of La Florida and point to the documented epidemics
of the early seventeenth century as a period of depopulation from
numbers that ran, for the peninsula, in the I 00,000-150,000 range,
at most. 136 Milanich, Florida Indians and the Invasion from Europe
(1995), 137 suggests 350,000 at contact.
The social history of Spanish Florida is largely unexplored
even though there are rich methods and theories that could be
brought to bear to flesh out the odd bits of information in the
documentary record. Lyon's Santa Elena (1984) picked up some of
the status politics of that place. Kathleen Deagan, "The Archaeology

134. Beside Missions to the Calusa, see also Hann, A Histary of the Timucua Indians,
especially 1-173.
135. Henry Dobyns with William R. Swagerty, Their Numbers Became Thinned: Native
American Population Dynamics in Eastern North America (Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 1983).
136. For a general discussion of Native American populations in North America at
contact and the methods for estimating them, and the resulting "schools" see
John D. Daniels, "The Indian Population of North America in 1492," William
and Mary Quarterly, Third Series 49, no. 2 (April 1992), 298-320. Dobyns'
Florida estimate is discussed on pages 315 and 319.
137. Milanich, Florida Indians and the Invasion from Europe, 1-2 (350,000 total).
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of Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine" (1985), 138 is an example of
how the fragmentary record of the sixteenth century can be read
using better attested social information from later periods, in this
instance, about the roles of women and material status markers
(mostly ceramics). Deagan's essay in this issue further explores
what archaeology can contribute to understanding social history.
Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida ( 1999), notes a few
references to persons of African descent in the sixteenth-century
colony. 139 Source limitations may restrict what more could be done
about that ethnic group. Analysis of the regional origins of the
colony's Spanish settlers has not been done nor has that topic's
possible cultural and social implications been explored.
Other possible new perspectives are Atlantic and Imperial.
Amy Turner Bushnell has written essays placing La Florida in larger
Spanish imperial and world systems frameworks 140 but far more
needs to be done to understand it in not only those contexts but
also as part of the developing Atlantic System(s) with its movements
of peoples, products, and ideas among the four continents of the
Atlantic World.
Discourse analysis is another new perspective. Daniel S. Murphree,
Constructing Flnridians; Natives and EurO'jJeans in the Colonial Flnridas,
1513-1783 (2006), 141 looks at the discourses of how Europeans came
to blame Native Americans, rather than the land, for the formers'
failures while portraying the land as having a healthy environment

138. Kathleen Deagan, "The Archaeology of Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine,"
in The Florida Anthropologist 38, nos. 1-2, part 1 (March:June 1985), 6-33. See
especially pages 23, 29-31.
University
of Illinois
139. Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida (Urbana:
Press, 1999), 12-18.
140. Bushnell, "Republic of Spaniards, Republic of Indians" (1996); Amy Turner
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana (1994), 23-25, discusses La Florida in the contexts
of the Boltonian "Borderlands" Paradigm and as a "Maritime Periphery," an
idea suggested by archaeologist Charles E. Ewen, "The Rise and Fall of Puerto
Real," in Columbian Consquences II, Archaeologi,cal and Historical Perspective on
the Spanish Borderlands East, ed., David Hurst Thomas (Washington, DC:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1990), 266-67.
141. Daniel S. Murphree, Constructing Floridians; Natives and Europeans in the
Colonial Floridas, 1513-1783 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006). An
earlier and less ambitious examination of the colonial discourses is William
R. Jackson, Early Florida Through Spanish Eyes (Coral Gables: University of
Miami, 1954). The book is the revised version of his PhD Thesis written at
University of Illinois, "Florida in Early Spanish Colonial Literature" (1952).
It considers explorers' and chroniclers' accounts whereas Murphree looks at
correspondence as well as those materials.
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with rich economic possibilities. Murphree's exploration of these
discourses may not satisfy all readers but it is a bold attempt to move
consideration of La Florida's history beyond the retelling of familiar
stories of great men and their deeds.John McGrath's essay in this issue
of the Quarterly also examines aspects of the discourse that Europeans
developed to talk about sixteenth-century La Florida.
My own effort to bring ecology to bear (Florida's Frontiers, 2002)
is a more modest effort in the same direction: expanding context
as a way of improving understanding. Related is Timothy Silver,
A New Face on the Countryside: Indians, Colonists, and Slaves in South
Atlantic Forests, 1500-1800 (1990). 142 Silver used mostly English
sources from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries but his
observations are suggestive for La Florida.
Finally, as Kathleen Deagan shows in the essay that follows,
archaeology and anthropology are adding information and
perspectives that have eluded historians following the traditional
story and using traditional sources. 143
In sum, the quadricentennial of Florida' settlement observed in
1965 was followed by a generation of new scholarship on Florida's
colonial era. As a result we now know much more about the early
explorations and the first years of settlement. As future issues of
this journal will show, we also know more about the seventeenth
century missions and aspects of the British and second Spanish
periods. Yet the mystery remains as to when Europeans first
encountered peninsular Florida, much less the rest of southeastern
North America (La Florida). Equally unknown are many details of
the social, economic, demographic, and even military history of
the colony after 1565 and how it fits into the larger Spanish empire
(measured, for example, by revenues expended on its garrisons and
missions), the developing Atlantic World of competing empires and

142. Timothy Silver, A New Face on the Countryside: Indians, Colonists, and Slaves in
South Atlantic Forests, 1500-1800 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990).
143. The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History at the University of Florida
has microfilm and other photocopies of most of the sixteenth-century
governmental documents found in the Archive of the Indies (AGI) at Seville,
especially the Santo Domingo section. The Contaduria treasury records for
La Florida, which were damaged in a fire in the 1920s, are reported to be
currently unavailable to researchers at the AGI due to their fragile condition.
They contain materials that can be used not only for economic but also
demographic and even social history. The sixteenth-century Contaduria
and relevant Justicia and Contrataci6n files were microfilmed for the SARFI
project. The films are on deposit at the St. Augustine Foundation.
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trans-imperial economic, demographic and ideological exchanges,
and, ultimately, into the history of the United States. Many of these
matters appear to be knowable even given the limitations of existing
documentary and archaeological sources. Perhaps the observance
of the quincentennial of Juan Ponce de Leon's encounter with La
Florida will lead a new generation of scholars to look again at a
story at once familiar and still very much unknown.
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